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Contents Dear families,
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Koo page5 Wearefortunate that we have built a resilient and adaptable learning
KS2.oooo Pages 6-7 community, as we have needed to draw on all our reserves of creativity
[CE I Page 8 and energy to adapt to our current environment. Children, staff and

> TR Page9 families have been simply remarkable in their response to this new
Arabic........... Page 10 learning situation. We are all immensely proud and thankful for your trust,
Music............ Page 11 support and feedback- it is much appreciated.

Distance Learning feedback:

| OnTuesday we shared a survey to ascertain the responses from families to the first 8 days
m of our distance learning provision. Thank you to those of you who completed the survey;
your feedback is crucial.

M | also met with our secondary school council yesterday with Mrs Stewart and Ms Gould-
& thank you to Lamar, Omar, Keira, Khloe and Joshua for your insights and feedback.

fs Together with feedback from colleagues, we are reviewing our current provision and will
. be making changes. We are a dynamic and responsive community (even though working
remotely makes us a little less swift in making changes!) Please see the adaptations and

| improvements we have already implemented:

B Responding to children and family need to interact directly with their class teacher,
teachers are available every day on ‘Google hangouts’ between 12.00-12.30 to
respond to questions about learning, or simply to say hello! Initially we implemented
this for years 2-8; this is now being extended across the school. We will circulate a
detailed guide next week for those families who have not yet used this as a way of
communicating directly with their class teacher, or subject teacher.

« InClass Dojo families requested that teachers type the instructions for the session
rather than just audio instructions to facilitate translation- this has been done.

« Non-Native Arabic sessions have been streamlined and simplified to facilitate
independence.

&+ Ourlnclusion team have commenced real-time support sessions on google hangouts

: for a number of children to work on their IEP targets; this is being extended daily.
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Keeping children safe is our number one priority, and working online we must be vigilant in ensuring we adhere to
best practice. Please read the attached guidelines from ISP, with particular reference to your role as families.
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Practical reminders:

- Colleagues are working exceptionally hard; they will respond to your children’s learning between 7.30-3.30 daily.
If work is posted after this time it may be responded to the next day.
-‘Archiving’- In Seesaw the activities posted for children to respond to are archived after 2 days and will no longer
be accessible. This is so as not to overwhelm the children with a big list of tasks to do, and to encourage children
and families to get into a routine of regular learning every day.
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Bed times:

We understand that family life has been completely turned upside down and we are all adapting as best we can.
As we recommended in our e-learning guides, trying to keep a regular routine, including bedtimes and mealtimes
will really support your family and your child’s wellbeing. Children who are awake and learning during the day

will be able to engage in a real-time conversation with their class teacher on Google hangouts between 12.00-
12.30, with a family member present. We want as many of our children as possible to be able to connect with their
teacher in this way; please help them by ensuring a good night’s sleep!
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Tuition fees:
We understand that families may have been adversely affected by this global pandemic; whether having lost
employment, being forced to take unpaid leave, and some families may have difficulty in settling fees in a timely
manner. We want to help as your children’s learning is important to maintain.
If you find yourself in these circumstances, please contact Sandy Saadeh registrar@ahbs.ae. Our finance committee
will meet to review applications on a case-by-case basis; please supply any documentation to support your case.

Family dates:

We have assimilated the news that distance learning will continue for the remainder of the academic year, and we
are developing revised and creative family dates!

Look out for it next week with online coffee mornings, virtual family workshops, community events and themed
weeks still an important aspect of our work.

Once again, thank you for your support and resilience. We are stronger together and will come out of this
experience wiser and more appreciative of one another- and very IT literate!

Wishing you a peaceful and healthy weekend with your families,

Mrs Emma Shanahan, Principal




Primary Update

What another marvellous week of e-learning! Thank you to the whole
Aspen Heights community for all of your hard work and achievements
this week. We have proven that we can excel and be resilient in all that
we do to overcome challenges, such as was the theme of our Sunday
assembly.

I love looking at all of your posts and learning. | have also enjoyed
speaking to some of our parents this week to see how everybody is
getting on with their e-learning - | am so proud of you all! Well done to
everyone for trying hard and especially to our gold card children.

This weekend | am going to try and be creative and innovative ready for our next assembly
theme. Maybe | will try and learn more on my guitar and try to do some baking. Have a lovely
restful weekend!

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary

Head of Secondary

This week we have begun to review our E-Learning program and we are taking on board
feedback for improvement from our students, teachers and families. | am happy to say
that all of our children have been engaging in our E-Learning program and

we have seen some amazing responses and work submitted.

We will start to incorporate more well-being sessions for our children in order to support
them at home. By collaborating with their peers and teachers we hope to promote
positive well-being amongst our young people.

Thank you to all of our families who have been extremely supportive in helping us to provide quality e-learning.

| wish you all a very relaxing weekend.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary




You have also done a great job with your maths
work at homel!

You were thinking about what jobs you would like
to do when you are older too.

It is great to see you all moving and very busy
doing your exercises!

All of your teachers are so proud of you FS, keep
up the good work!

In FS this week we have been
reading lots of brilliant stories.

One of our stories was Oliver’s
Vegetables and we loved seeing all
the great counting and cooking you
were doing with the vegetables you
found in your house.
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In KS1 this week, we have seen some
amazing e-learning that we are very
impressed with. Well done children and
thank you families for supporting them so
well at home, it is greatly appreciated.

In Year 1 this week, the children have been
learning how to half and quarter shapes in
mathematics and have been innovating ‘The
Little Red Hen’ story. They have also been
exploring materials around their home in
Science.

In Year 2 this week, the children have
amazed us with their levels of independence
and quality of work when completing their
e-learning. The children have thought of
some excellent expanded noun phrases to
describe, made predictions about the type
of text they have been reading this week
and applied mathematical methods when
solving addition word problems.

We can’t wait to see more of your work next
week!
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In Year 3, we have been exploring
lots of different animal books in
reading to help us with our narrative
story. It has been lovely seeing
everyone use all these new ideas for
their story based on the Wolves in
the Wall. This week in English to help
4 -’ us write we have explored sentence
openers and use of different
punctuation to make our writing
N much more interesting! We have
loved seeing all your story maps. In
mathematics, we have learnt about

% multiplication and division, we have
VP .
«8° used lots of fun online games to help

us. The mazes everyone made in
science were amazing! We were really
impressed with the problem solving
skills. Well done everyone for all your
hard work.

In Year 4, we have been super
impressed with everyone’s recipes
this week in English - they looked
delicious. We have started to write
our ‘hot writes’ and have been
amazed at how you have all recorded
your recipes, we can’t wait to try
them! In mathematics, we have done
division and multiplication using
lots of different methods and we
have really enjoyed finding out all

o) = D iusta the different ways you solved the
S A D= Ui e calculations! Another highlight this

— week was hearing you all reading

your wonderful poems. Keep it up
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-~ ,. i == Year 4 and we can’t wait to see what
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- you come up with next week.
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This week in Year 5, we have been
innovating and writing our persuasive
texts on Abu Dhabi. We have seen
some amazing pieces of writing

and if we didn’t live here we would
definitely want to come and visit! In
mathematics, we have learnt about
negative numbers and although they
can be a bit tricky we have persevered
and learnt the rules for adding and
subtracting negative numbers. We
were really impressed with those
people who posted pictures of the
science experiment. Your sugar
crystals looked amazing!

In Year 6, we have been reading poetry
this week with the poem “The Brooke”,
it has been really lovely to see your
ideas and opinions about the language
used in the poem by the author

Lord Alfred Tennyson. In English, we
have been writing a persuasive text

to vote for UAE as one of the best
countries in the world! We were very
impressed with the self assessment
that everyone did at home to improve
their writing. In mathematics, we

have focused on conversion of
measurement and finding the volume
of cubes and cuboids. It was great

to see the problem solving skills you
did at home to estimate and check

the volumes of cubes and cuboids

in the house. In science, we have

some fantastic sugar crystal findings
and were really impressed with the
research into how light is absorbed
into our eyes. Fantastic work Year 6!

Odd One Out
Which one of these do you think is the odd one out? Explain why you have
chosen this one. Remember there are no wrong answers in this thinking activity!

Itis something
that has been
added to space
so thatis why |
think itis the
odd one out.
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W all have heard of the rhinos and
clephants that need help bat what about
the normal animals? The dogs and cats
that are abused need help and some other
wild animals need help so lets make their
future bright!

‘endangerment,

The Mountain
Gazelle is a

- |luxurious animal
as in its eaten but
in big numbers so

There are animals struggling to survive out in the open and
i would wish for you to help them

If each of you do one thing we could make a difference

Please help the animals
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Hi everyone:)

Firstly myself, Mr Ram and Mrs Belhoula all want to say how much we miss you all and our PE
and swimming lessons.

Thankfully, we have been receiving lots and lots of your videos of you completing the PE
lesson and PE challenge from this week.

Well done to all of you who have sent your videos, we have loved watching them and are

so pleased you are staying active and healthy at home. If you didn’t manage the PE tasks
this week make sure you look out for the new next week and have a go. It’s so important to
exercise when you can whilst at home!

Parents, for those with children using Dojo and Seesaw, from Sunday we will be asking you
to upload any videos onto there please and not the padlet. This way we can ensure we see all
the videos we receive and are able to send messages home about them. We will post about
this on both Dojo and Seesaw on Sunday when the new PE lessons are uploaded to remind
you.

Have a restful weekend and we hope to see lots more of you sending your PE videos next
week.
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Through E-learning in each lesson instructions are given to our children to know exactly what
they are supposed to do in a song. They follow the directions, practice their music, and are
self motivated to keep learning. While studying music composition and theory certainly has
considerable effects on the human brain, the pure passivity of listening to music also shows

profound benefits for learning. Music helps create a positive learning environment and allows
learners to become happier.




