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AAt Aspen Heights British School, we deliver the British Curriculum to the highest standards, inspiring every student to achieve

their full potential. From the Primary phases, we introduce career awareness, helping children explore their interests and build

aspirations early, ensuring they are motivated and ambitious with high expectations for themselves.
 

Key Stage 4 (Years 10–11, ages 14–16) is a pivotal stage in this journey. Our students follow the International General Certificate

of Secondary Education (IGCSE) - a rigorous, internationally recognised qualification assessed in the UK. These results open

doors to universities in the UAE and around the world, and provide an excellent foundation for Key Stage 5 study.
 

Through dedicated wellbeing and guidance programmes, we support students in making informed subject choices that balance

academic strengths with personal passions. This joined-up approach - from early career advice to subject specialisation - enables

our learners to achieve outstanding outcomes at school, in higher education, and in their future careers.

Andrew Durcan
Head of Secondary









WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN DURING KEY STAGE 4?

CORE
All students must follow a ‘core’ IGCSE curriculum including :

Mathematics
Science (either Combined Sciences or separate  Chemistry, Biology and Physics) 
English (language and literature) 
Ministry of Education Arabic for native  Arabic speakers 
Islamic Studies for Muslim students
UAE Social Studies

OPTIONS
In addition, students choose three optional subjects from:

Art (does not count towards UAE G12 equivalency)
Computer Science
Drama 
Design Technology
Economics
French
Geography 
History
Physical Education (does not count towards UAE G12 equivalency)
Psychology

Please note if the three separate sciences are chosen this counts as one of the three options, so only two additional subjects may be
chosen.

COMPULSORY NON EXAMINATION SUBJECTS: 
We ask students to study Moral Education and core PE in order to promote a healthy mind and lifestyle during the  examination years



SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-biology-2017.html


SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-chemistry-2017.html


SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-computer-science-2017.html


The Design and Technology GCSE offered by Edexcel covers a range of core content areas. These include new and emerging
technologies, energy generation and storage, developments in modern materials, electronic systems, and mechanical devices. This
broad curriculum aims to provide students with a well-rounded understanding of design and technology principles, as well as the
ability to apply their knowledge to practical projects.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
OVERVIEW
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables students to understand and apply iterative design processes through which they
explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes. The qualification enables students to use creativity and imagination to design and
make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.

ASSESSMENT

COURSE CONTENT : YEAR 10 & 11

There are two components to the GCSE Design and technology.

Component 1 Examination
50% of qualification

Component 2 Design & make project 
50% of qualification
Students will produce a project, linked to their specialism, which
consists of a portfolio and a prototype.

SKILLS REQUIRED
The course is designed to develop students' skills
in problem-solving, creativity, and critical
thinking, enabling them to design and create
innovative solutions to real-world problems. It
encourages students to explore and evaluate a
variety of design ideas, consider factors such as
aesthetics, function, and sustainability, and
develop prototypes using appropriate tools,
techniques, and materials.

FURTHER STUDY
For students interested in pursuing Design and Technology beyond the GCSE level, Edexcel offers A-level qualifications in Design and
Technology. These advanced-level courses provide an opportunity for further specialization and in-depth study of design principles,
technological processes, and the application of knowledge to real-world projects.
It gives students opportunities to apply knowledge from other disciplines,including mathematics, science, art and design, computing and the
humanities. The study of design and technology seeks to prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly
technological world. It helps students to be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and technology, including historical,
social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.

GCSE

SPECIFICATION LINK

Fredoka

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Design_and_Technology_Specification_issue3.pdf


SPECIFICATION LINK

TRIPLE SCIENCE 
Triple

Triple

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-science-double-award-2017.html




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses.html#%2FE




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-english-literature-2016.html


The content in both Paper 1: Microeconomics and Business
Economics and Paper 2: Macroeconomics and the Global Economy is engaging and accessible for all students. The content is
appropriate and relevant for progression, and is appropriate for international students, building understanding and awareness of
economic theory and testing concepts in realistic contexts. It develops students’ ability to participate effectively in
global society as citizens, producers and consumers.

ECONOMICS
OVERVIEW
The content and assessment approach for this qualification has been designed to meet
students’ needs in the following ways.
Two-paper assessment – a new, two-paper model gives students better opportunities to
prepare for and focus on different aspects of economics. We will test knowledge,
understanding, analytical and evaluation skills around two themes: 

Paper 1: Microeconomics and Business Economics and 
Paper 2: Macroeconomics and the Global Economy.

SKILLS REQUIRED
The design of the revised International GCSE aims to extend students’ knowledge by broadening and deepening skills, for example
students will develop the ability to:
• Read sources to interpret and evaluate economic information
• Write extended responses
• Respond appropriately to a range of question types, including multiple-choice, short-answer, data response and open-ended
questions
• Develop an understanding of economic concepts and apply these concepts to real-life situations.

PROGRESSION TO A LEVEL
International GCSEs enable successful progression to Level 3 qualifications (such as the International A Level in Economics) and beyond, in economics and
other subjects. Through our world class qualification development process, we have consulted international economics teaching experts to validate this
qualification, and endorse its content, skills development and assessment structure.

• The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Economics comprises two examinations.
• The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Economics is a linear qualification. All examinations must be taken in the terminal series
at the end of the course of study.

COURSE STRUCTURE

GCSE



ECONOMICS

Microeconomics and Business Economics  - Paper code 4EC1/01
• Externally assessed
• Availability: January and June
• First assessment: June 2019

50% of the total International GCSE
Examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of four compulsory questions, each worth 20 marks. The sub questions are a
mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data response and open-ended questions.

Content summary
The market system:
• The economic problem
• Economic assumptions
• Demand, supply and market equilibrium
• Elasticity
• The mixed economy
• Externalities
Business economics:
• Production
• Productivity and division of labour
• Business costs, revenues and profit
• Business competition
• The labour market
• Government intervention

ASSESSMENTS: PAPER 1

GCSE



ECONOMICS

Macroeconomics and the Global Economy *Paper code 4EC1/02
• Externally assessed
• Availability: January and June
• First assessment: June 2019

50% of the totalInternational GCSE
Examination of 1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of four compulsory questions, each worth

20 marks. The sub questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data response
and open-ended questions

 Content summary
Government and the economy:
• Macroeconomic objectives
• Government policies
• Relationships between objectives and policies
The global economy:
• Globalisation
• International trade
• Exchange Rates Assessment

ASSESSMENTS: PAPER 2

Examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes, set and marked by Pearson.
Single tier of entry.
The total number of marks available is 80.
The examination paper consists of four compulsory questions,
each worth 20 marks. The questions are a mixture of multiple choice, short-answer, data response and open-ended questions.
Each question will be based on a particular topic from the subject content related to microeconomics and business economics. Due
to the nature of economics, there is some interrelation between topics.

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

GCSE

SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-economics-2017.html




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-art-and-design-2017.html




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-french-2017.html




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-geography-2017.html




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-history-2017.html




SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-mathematics-a-2016.html








SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Design_and_Technology_Specification_issue3.pdf


SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-physics-2017.html


PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology is the fascinating study of the human mind and behaviour, helping us understand ourselves and the world around us.
The Pearson Edexcel GCSE in Psychology explores key psychological theories, real-world applications, and research methods used
by psychologists. From understanding how memory works to investigating the causes of criminal behaviour, this course
encourages curiosity, critical thinking, and analytical skills.

OVERVIEW

GCSE

Development – How did you develop? 
Memory – How does your memory work? 
Psychological problems – How would psychological problems affect you? 
The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain affect you? 
Social influence – How do others affect you? 
Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals? 
Sleep and dreaming – Why do you need to sleep and dream? 
 Research methods – How do you carry out psychological research?

COURSE CONTENT

Application of knowledge in written responses
Critical thinking and problem-solving
Basic mathematical skills for interpreting data and research findings
The ability to construct logical arguments and evaluate different viewpoints

SKILLS REQUIRED



PSYCHOLOGY

FURTHER STUDY

GCSE
ASSESSMENT

Year 10: Internal end of year examinations and regular end of topic tests to monitor progress.
Year 11: Two examination papers (Paper 1 and 2) which consist of a mixture of different question styles (multiple-choice, short-
answer questions and open-response questions) marked by Pearson.

Paper 1 (55% of the total qualification)
Topics: Development, Memory, Psychological Problems, The Brain and Neuropsychology, Social Influence
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2 (45% of the total qualification)
Topics: Criminal Psychology, Sleep and Dreaming, Research Methods
Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes

FURTHER STUDY

The GCSE course provides a strong foundation for AS and A-Level Psychology and related subjects such as Sociology, Biology,
and Health & Social Care. It is also beneficial for careers in education, healthcare, business, and the social sciences.

SPECIFICATION LINK

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Psychology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCSE-Psychology-draft-specification.pdf

