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Contents Dear families,

FSeiiiiieeiiieenn, Page 7 Family Learning:

Oasis......couveee Page8 This week we held a family workshop on zoom focusing on
Primary............. Page9 Mmathematical calculations. Miss Corcoran and Miss Roberts

Secondary.......Page 10 shared and explained how we teach and solve addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division problems from
Years 1 to 6. Thank you to families who attended- we hope you found it
useful. Please see attached the recorded zoom meeting for your reference.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12aSKéuveZROChN8edgwgénDB5rtGrCxK/
view?usp=sharing

Admissions and Communications Manager Vacancy:

| As a busy international school it is a feature of living and working
internationally that at times we say goodbye to close colleagues and

y friends. Although it is something that typically happens, it doesn’t

get easier! We are really sad to say goodbye to our kind and friendly
admissions manager Ange Sakapaji. Ange has returned to Scotland with
her family, and although we are sad to see her go, we are happy that she
is able to enjoy a Scottish summer in the highlands! | know our whole
community will miss her.

. We therefore have a vacancy for a talented Admissions and Marketing

- Manager. In line with our school vision, we are looking for a new colleague
who is able to build strong relationships with families, staff and children,
and who is well- organised, creative and thoughtful. The Admissions and
+ Marketing manager has a supportive and hard-working team to assist
the admissions and marketing work of our school, and our working
environment is positive, friendly and collaborative.

If you are interested in finding out more about this important role in our
school please contact Nicolette Van Dyk our HR manager on
recruitment@ahbs.ae.

Year 2 Gazelles and Leopards Assembly:

Thank you to the Gazelles and Mrs Smit, and the Leopards and Ms Ryan
for a wonderful assembly this morning. It was wonderful to see their talk 4
writing about the storm whale.

Coming up...
We don’t slow down as we approach the end of an academic year, if
anything we seem to get busier and busier!




GL Assessments:
We have end of year external assessments for years 1-9 scheduled- it is important that your child
attends school, is well rested and has had a good breakfast!

New Nursery Families Workshop:

On Tuesday new nursery families will be invited to a workshop at 3pm to explain all about what
to expect when your child starts nursery, and how to support over the summer break. Invitations
will be sent directly to new families.

Drama workshop week:

The week after we are excited to share with you all that Drama workshop week is happening face-
to-face once again! Last year, against all odds, we successfully carried out Drama workshop week
and put together a video of ‘The Lion King’- the video is here for you to enjoy once again!

This year, early years and primary are putting together ‘Charlie and the Chocolate factory’ and
the secondary department are dramatising the books they are currently reading, including ‘The
Secret Garden’. We are sure that this exciting, cross-curricular learning will energise and motivate
us all, so we finish the academic year with learning, creativity and fun!

Hot, hot, hot:
As the temperatures are rising, please make sure to send your child to school with a hat and
water bottle. We have adjusted the outside timings to avoid the hottest parts of the day.

QUICK survey:

As the academic year draws to a close | would like to ask for your feedback once again. Thisis a
‘pulse’ survey- a score of 1-10. 10 or 9 means you are happy, 8 or 7- neither happy nor unhappy,
and 6 or less you are less than happy with the work of our school. It is an important measure of
how we are doing- and will take a few seconds!

Please can you complete the survey by using the link below.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/L59KGHM
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Have a lovely weekend with your families and friends,

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal, Aspen Heights British School
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Primary Update

The children across primary have showcased what amazing learners
they have been throughout the year. They have revised and reviewed
their learning for their year group and reflected on their strengths and
next steps. You should all feel very proud! Year 1 this week have enjoyed
using clay to construct their aliens from the beegu book. Year 2 have
been revising various maths skills such as telling the time and comparing
numbers. Year 3 have been designing and creating maps for their island
from their story Oliver and the Seawigs. Year 4 have been writing letters,
imagining what school would be like with no teachers! Year 5 have been innovating and
editing their discussion texts. Year 6 have enjoyed using clay and decorating their miniature
Borrowers furniture. These are just some of the highlights from my learning walks.

Well done to year 2 Leopards and Gazelles for your marvellous assemblies with a focus

on talk for writing - you all managed to perform with confidence and have demonstrated a
thorough understanding of your learning.

Next week we have the GL standardised assessments for our onsite learners which will
support the end of year judgments made by teachers. Each class and all distance learners
will continue to review their learning for the year to reflect on their achievements and set
targets for over the summer holidays.

Well done to the following classes for having the highest attendance in their phase - Hares
at 99% and Hawksbill 100%. Remember attendance is still very important as we come to
the end of our academic year. Onsite learners still need to come in to school every day and
distance learners still need to attend their live sessions and submit learning on Seesaw.

Have a great weekend and | look forward to seeing you all next week.

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary
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EYFS Update

With only a few weeks left of the school year, | am so impressed with the

high level of language and discussions being had by the FS2 children.

‘Tyrannosaurus Drip’ is probably one of the trickier model texts for the

children to remember and retell but the children enjoyed the challenge

and recalled the story with ease. This week the children have been

innovating the story and thinking of their own characters and settings.

This is one of my favourite parts of the ‘Talk for Writing’ cycle and | have —

seen such a development in the children’s imaginations. This will really help them when they
move up to Year 1. In Maths, the children have been focusing on 3D shapes and they have
taken partin lots of practical activities to help them remember the names, and some of the
properties, of the shapes. The 3D shape hunt and making 3D shapes with straws were some
of their favourite activities.

In Nursery the children started to draw their story maps for Rosie’s Walk. This story has been
very popular and even our quietest children have enjoyed retelling the story using masks or
small world characters. The children have been learning about animals that live on a farm
and this week they had the challenge of sorting the animals into animals that do/do not
produce milk. It led to lots of discussions about the type of milk the children drink at home.
This weekend would be a great opportunity to try different types of milk and discuss which
one your child likes the best.

| hope you have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Rose Akachi
Head of Foundation Stage
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Secondary Update

This week has been very busy for everyone in secondary as our students
have completed theirexaminations for English National Curriculum subjects.
Our students have remained calm and focussed and | am very proud of
their achievements. These exams have been used by our teachers to help
inform the overall academic judgments for each student. We now begin

the moderation process as a department to ensure consistency against UK
standards.

Next week assessments continue with our international benchmark progress tests. There are
three progress tests in the series which measure students’ knowledge, understanding and
application of the English National Curriculum core subjects:

English: focuses on students’ technical English skills (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and
reading comprehension, using age-appropriate fiction and information texts

Maths: assesses key aspect of maths appropriate to the age of the pupil including mental
maths for those aged 8 and over

Science: measures two dimensions of science learning, understanding of science content, and
working scientifically (application of skills)

All secondary onsite learners will complete one progress test per day as per the timetable
below.

All Classes  |All Classes
| |PTE |PTE | | | | |
| | | | Mormal timetable |

All Classes  |All Classes

|  Mon |PTM lpTM | | | | |
| | | | Normal timetable |

All Classes  |All Classes

| Tues |PTS RE | | |
Normal timetable

A huge well done to all of our Key Stage 3 students for coming to school everyday and on time
this week.

We have had another wonderful week for attendance with an average of 96.1% overall, well
done everyone, especially 7 Dalma and 9 Futaisi for achieving 100% attendance.

Wishing everyone a calm and peaceful weekend.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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Fatima and Maha were experimenting
changing the colour of water.

N l oy

Mice class love the Gruffalo story!

= g

Rosies the hen left us a map to go and find
her!

Zayed and Fahad from Mice were using the
beebots within the farm small world.

74 % NS
7 Sty

<8

a map on our the Geckoes

Shani, Dana and Naama play a game of number Dana has found
bingo together! classroom!
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Ahmed and Mido workingon  Mido creating a monster — e
Flamingo pose. using the dice roll game. Freddie crafting his rocket.

Leo using cutters to create and combine
different shapes.

Erik making a rocket with 3D  Oasis class during move and
shapes. groove session. Abe made a rocket.
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Year 6 seahorses clay furniture and characters for
their borrowers homes.
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Year 6 seahorses clay furniture and characters for
their borrowers homes.
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Year 6 seahorses clay furniture and characters for Hasah 2C mixing the colors to paint the
their borrowers homes. storm whale.
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Secondary

Art and D&T:

This week the Y8’s have been working

on portraits and the use of symbolism.
Through colour and design they are
integrating hidden meaning in their work.
This has been inspired by looking at artists
such as Frida Khalo and Vincent van Gogh.

Student Rewards &

Mathematics:

This week all classes sat their end of the
year Exam and we used Sparx for revisions
and consolidations of all topics that we
have worked on this academic year. There
is a new section on Sparx where students
can choose what they want to revise.
Students really enjoyed using Independent
Learning and found it very useful.




English:

We have had a brilliant week in English.

Skills that have been developed over the year were put to test in our end of year assessments.
Well done - all your consistent, hard work this year has paid off!

In Year 8 we completed our end of year assessment and then started to critically analyse the
differences between the 1993 film version of The Secret Garden and the original text. Pupils
have all noted that there are significant details missing from the film version. Characters and
themes have been sacrificed to create a version of the plot which has some resemblance to
the book. Next week pupils will be the ‘director’ in their own version of The Secret Garden,
selecting plot, characters and themes.

Our Year 9s have started to recognise the complexity of Dickens’ writing as in the closing
chapters Dickens brings together sub-plots, chronology and characters. Pip is developing
into a wiser, more mature character. Havisham has met a crispy ending and Jaggers ‘Puts
the case’ as to whether or not it is anyone’s interest that Estella’s parentage comes to light.
Seven chapters and a 1200 word course work study and we will have finished Year 9!

Science:

All classes have had their assessments this
week, kudos to all those who have worked
so hard all year. Well done! We will be
moving forward with some STEM challenges
and very much looking forward to it. Here
are Year 8 Mariyah who participatedin a
challenge this week to make the longest
paper chain using only 1 A4 piece of paper.
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Another exciting week of PE at Aspen this week. Nursery students have enjoyed participating
in lessons this week, using the book they are reading in class, The Enormous Turnip as
inspiration for the wonderful and creative movement and exercises they learnt.

Archery continues to be a huge hit with our upper primary and secondary students and we
continue to see lots of arrows hitting the bullseye!
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Exposure to music can also improve children’s ability to learn. Music and movement
instruction has been shown to improve children’s memory, cognitive development, learning
skills and expressive ability. It helps the body and the mind work together. Exposing children
to music during early development helps them learn the sounds and meanings of words.
Dancing to music helps children build motor skills while allowing them to practice self-

expression.




