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Weekly Update
Term 3.1, Wk 4 6th May 2021

Dear families,

It seems hard to believe that the final week of Ramadan is
upon us.

ISP Regional Quran competition

This week a number of Aspen children who initially took
partin our Aspen Heights Quran competition participated in a regional
competition organised by Arabic departments in ISP schools across the
Middle East- in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Qatar. We are very proud of them
representing the school in this way, particularly during this holy month
of Ramadan. Well done to: Omar Y20, Nuha Y2L, Maaira Y3K, Rahaf

" Y30, Malak and Ismail Y4S, Eyad Y5P, Zayed Y6D. ISP will announce the
. winners next week. We are hosting a celebration of participation to award

certificates to all who took part in the Aspen competition on Sunday at
3pm; please look out for an invitation if your child was involved.
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School council

Yesterday the primary school council met on zoom; thank you all for your
good attendance at this after-school activity. It is important that you are
involved with making our school a better place to work and learn.

They are role models for others in our school, and in this school council
meeting reflected on the kind actions they had carried out during
Ramadan:

Playing with family members and spending time with them.

Make food with parents to give to Aspen Heights security guards!

Giving to charities, to help people in Africa.

Taking care of the house animals.

Cleaning up their own bedroom.

Make bracelets for other people.

School council will be sharing these ideas in their class circle times, and
also encouraging others to use our Ramadan calendar of good deeds for
inspiration.




Sibling health reminder

As we have communicated previously, please be reminded that if one child is absent from
school with illness that may be COVID related/ has COVID symptoms, please also keep your
other children home from school. We are exceptionally vigilant with following up with families,
however it is a community responsibility to keep everyone safe. Thank you for your support.

Friends of Aspen Charity Initiative

FOA have links with a UAE grass-roots charity called ‘Stop and Help’. .
Stop and Help connects UAE-based families in need with people who 1 ‘w /)
want to help, called givers. They call it a ‘Kindness Exchange’, and h @~
families can donate groceries directly to people in need. Stop and Help 1 (6 \w
is run entirely by volunteers. If you are interested in donating groceries \}y’ N

on a one-off, or more regular donation, you can do this on their Friends of Aspen
website: https://stopandhelp.ae/

Friends of Aspen- Stop and Help Eid Charity Initiative

Eid is traditionally celebrated with a new outfit. To help spread some seasonal cheer, Stop and
Help are coordinating an Eid initiative to make sure the Stop & Help families have a memorable
Eid celebration, and FOA wanted to give Aspen families the opportunity to take part.

It’s simple and something you can do as a family! Here’s what you do:

1. Register using the form below
https://forms.gle/vh7KjVk3V2iVExey5

2. Receive the details of the family (including clothing and shoe sizes)
3. Email the family a gift voucher to buy clothes online

Centrepoint: https://yougotagift.com/gift-card/centrepoint-gift-card-ae/
Max: https://yougotagift.com/gift-card/max-gift-card-ae/

OR

Shop for the family and have it delivered directly to them
Suggested items include:

-Dress (for girls)

-Smart outfits (for boys)

-Shoes

-Accessories (hairbands/accessories/handbag)

-Toys

-Sweets / Chocolate

-A gift card

4. Please send it in before May 10th so the families can have it in time for Eid.

Giving to others is an important part of our own well-being, and we are pleased to be able to
support our community with this charity drive.




Internet Safety week

Next week we are focusing on a very important issue for children and families - internet safety.
As well as specific learning for each year group in class, we had arranged visiting speakers

for both children and families. Mrs Lisa Brown, Head of Safeguarding for ISP was scheduled

to speak to groups of children across the week, and run a family workshop on Tuesday 11th.
The timings for these have now changed, as the Eid-al-Fitr holiday has been called for Tuesday;
in order to enable all children and families to attend at times convenient to them, Lisa has
recorded videos of the sessions that will be emailed to you all after the Eid break.

Eid al-Fitr Holiday

We have had confirmation from ADEK that the Eid-Al Fir holiday will commence on Tuesday 11th
May, with school resuming at 7.45am on Sunday 16th May. | would like to wish you all a very
happy and safe holiday with your family, and we are looking forward to welcoming you back to
our final term in the academic year on 16th May.

Have a lovely weekend with your families,

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal, Aspen Heights British School




Primary Update

I have seen some amazing learning this week and have been able to post
many gold cards for English on Seesaw.

This week Year 1 were writing their innovated story of Owl Babies, see if
they can retell the story to you!

Year 2 have been researching facts for their Information texts about
animals eg tortoise and orangutans. They have categorised their
information and are planning the layout. Year 3 have been planning and
writing acrostic poetry on many subjects of interest to them. Year 4 have
been learning all about the Romans and have mapped out and written a Roman adventure
story! Year 5 have been extremely enthusiastic about their space topic and have written a
space fantasy story. Year 6 have been learning all about the activist, Greta Thurnberg and
they have created their own diary entry in the day of the life of Greta. Well done everybody
for your well thought out pieces of writing.

Next week is Internet Safety Week. We will have a special assembly about this on Sunday and
some guest speakers will send more information on how to keep safe online.

Well done to the following classes who had the best attendance for their phase - Foxes 98%
and Hawksbill at 99%. Remember the more we attend, the more we learn!

Have a lovely weekend and | look forward to seeing you on Sunday and Monday next week
before we break for Eid.

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary
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EYFS Update

| have really enjoyed spending time in the classroom with the Nursery

and FS2 children. As their topics come to an end, | have been amazed at
the knowledge and language they have developed about space and sea
creatures. The teachers thought very carefully about the books they would
use for Talk for Writing for this topic and they have been a great success.

In FS2, the children have become excellent story tellers and, this week, they L

have really enjoyed ‘Innovating’ the story ‘How to Catch a Star’. Over the year, it has been
great to see their imaginations develop and | love listening to them confidently retelling their
own versions of the story. Daily Phonics lessons are also helping the children to become
confident writers. The teachers have been encouraging the children to write for a variety of
purposes such as invitations to the baby’s birthday and writing labels and instructions for
models they have built.

In Nursery, the children have been exploring texture by adding ingredients such as rice,

flour and oats to the paint. It was lots of fun and promoted lots of discussions and new
language such as ‘lumpy’ and ‘smooth’ to describe their paint. The children also learnt about
protecting sea life and why we need to carefully dispose or recycle our rubbish.

Although next week is a short week, | am already looking forward to the lovely learning that
has been planned to celebrate the end of the topics.

| hope you have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Rose Akachi
Head of Foundation Stage
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Secondary Update

During my learning walks this week | have seen some amazing learning.

In Humanities, students have been studying Hurricane Katrina following on
from the rain which we had last week. Each morning as children enter the
school they have been logging in to Sparx to build their Maths confidence
Sparx is helping students to review their Maths lessons and deepen their
skills at their own level. This personalised learning is an incredible feature
based on algorithms, which gives incredible real-time insights into class and
student progress for teachers.

Well done to Y9 Futaisi (100%), Y8 Maryah (97%) and Y7 Aryam (96.5%) for all achieving very
good or outstanding attendance this week!

After the Eid break | am delighted to announce that we will be recommencing our ECA
programme. We will be offering Model United Nations, Virtual Buddy Exchange Programme,
Maths Clinic, ADNOC Energy teams and NYUAD Arts and Photography. Please sign up today!

As we approach our End of Year examinations (the schedule has been shared with families
and students), | would like to share some tips to help during this period.

Create an action plan together - find a good place to work for calm and focussed study. Draw
up a revision timetable together, as the odd hour here and there isn’t enough. Encourage
your child to mix up their weak subjects with their favourites, so they don’t lose confidence by
focusing just on the tricky ones.

To keep them motivated, help them set achievable targets, which they can tick off each day,
and celebrate those small successes. Revision timetables should also include breaks and
mealtimes. Encourage them to take time out for a walk around, a bike ride, or to listen to some
music. Giving their brain and eyes a rest is important. They’ll come back refreshed and able to
absorb information again. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

A gentle reminder that students should take their free COVID test on Sunday 9th May if they
are 12 years old or above (or if turning 12 before the next testing cycle).

Finally, | am pleased that we will be celebrating internet safety week next week with lots of
interesting activities during form time and lessons from Miss Yates.

Wishing everyone a calm and peaceful weekend.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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The Sparrows Green bubble are seeing how highthey = Renay and Mateo take turns to pour
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Geckoes class have been N o
The Sparrow’s Orange looking different ways to Hessa innovating her story
bubble made a bridge. transfer water. map.

Mice class created a story map for the book Hooray for fish.
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Osha and Emilia were looking at under Mice class had great fun building a domino type wall
the sea on the computer. and making them all crash down.
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Maria and Hamda from Mice class played connect 4,
they took turns and had great fun.

The children in Dove class worked together to build an
obstacle course.




Erik ansWering guestions about camels. Freddie building his train tracks.

Mido proud of his camel headband. Abe shape sorting.
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Freddie playing the classroom. Abe playing with the doctor kit.
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Lower Primary o
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Y20 are in their final stages of completing Noah, Shahad and Mohamed learning about
their ‘Grandad’s Island’ setting. materials and their properties.

Ziyad enjoying using magnets  Abdulla and Latifa learning
to support him in his fraction about whole turns and half
work. turns. Abdellah in Y2C dividing.

i Darin loved making and 3K loved creating their own
I f [ . . - g the
%Ivc\illdseag?e";’? our class text acrostic poem paper chain. Mexican sombreros in art.
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Abod making palm trees for Manal 2C dividing in Fatima 2C working hard in
Grandad’s island. maths. maths.

Mariam from foxes writing about
properties of different shapes.

Fatima (3F) enjoyed writing an
acrostic poem. Classroom fun!
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Lower Primary

. . . . Year 2G students discussing their plant
Awatif in Y30 finding equivalent fractions. growth.
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Meera’s drawing of the appearance of an Y20 have been making the animals this week
orangutan. for their setting boxes.

Rashed in Year 1 Sandcats o TR
is practicing directional Judy (3F) practised plurals on  Maia in 2G made a beautiful

language with the pro bot. her whiteboard. diorama of Grandad’s Island.
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Upper Primary
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Y4 Houbaras looking for angles in maths. for being authors!

lations! §
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Maryam winning the World Book Day
competition.

. e Harry, Saeed and Abdull
Alanood and Annika building = making their tower of the

their tower. Alia finds an obtuse angle. Leaning tower of Pisa.
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. . . Hamdan trying to guess . L
Noof and Ava during their words of the week in the Soorya using the toolkit in his
creation of the Colosseum. game vo-bak-ulary. English.
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Sarra and Radwa finding right angles in the
corridor. Carrying out activites outside.
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Upper Primary
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Malak and Ava looking for right Matthew and Rayan Aesha in 5P drafted and wrote
angles! searching for angles. a fantastic story set in space!
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Artand D&T:

Y7

Fantastic progress is being made with the Y7’s
as they are finalizing their Tim Burton style self-
portraits. Presently they are adding the fine
details and highlights to bring the portraits to
life and create a strong sense of mood within
their art pieces.

LGB B

Secondary

Y8

Symbolism and interpretation of those symbols
within an art piece has been the focus of work
this week. The year 8’s have been addressing
the following question: What are my interests
or hobbies? What are my hopes and dreams?
What is important to me?What do | stand for?
Through this, they have been creating their own
visual representation of the symbolic meaning.

Y9

Studio time continues with the creation of
their Graffiti Walls. This week’s focus has been
on experimenting with materials such as oil
pastels and pencil crayons. They are making
great progress!




Computing:

Designed to be fun and engaging, Coding has a
lot of activities to teach students computational
thinking, problem solving, programming

concepts and digital citizenship. Coding is the
method of giving a computer instructions to
perform a specific task. These instructions
are communicated using a language that
computers can understand, like visual blocks,
JavaScript and Python.




English:

Secondary

We completed our formal speaking presentations this week. We also gave feedback for our
fellow classmates and posed questions to each student about their presentations. This week,
we also completed some literary analysis. We noted corrections and how to improve our
answers.

Year 8
Our plot thread in The Secret Garden is leading us to our novel’s climax! We have been
reviewing and putting into practice our PEEL skills (point, evidence (quote or textual
reference), explanation and link to a whole text aspect).

Pupils have been examining the importance and impact of action and characters on plot and
character development. Who has been a catalyst for change?

We have been exploring the scientific understanding verses ignorance and how characters
explain what they do not understand.

Most importantly pupils have identified that to be healthy and to have a healthy mind you
have to be active and act on information. Ignorance and being inactive was one of the root
causes of Colin’s ill health.

Glossary work is due on Sunday 9th May.

Year 9
Ambition was the cause of Havisham’s eccentric behaviours. Havisham’s backstory is shared
by Herbert in Chapter 22. Havisham’s ambitions half-brother resulted in the adopted Estella
being brought up to ‘wreak havoc’ on men.

Pupils have identified Dickens’ use of juxtaposition to create expectation for readers. The
mini-cliff hanger at the end of Chapter 22 also entices the reader to read on.

This week pupils focus is on A01, developing and establishing a close understanding of the
text and contextual links, AO4. Pupils have a lovely selection of graphic novel excerpts,
summaries, their hard copy of the text and web-links to audio reading of the novel. Whilst the
novel is covered in the lesson, pupils have been asked to read all and relisten to the audio to
ensure a super understanding of the novel’s content.

Glossary work is due on Sunday 9th May.
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Secondary

French:

Year 7

We worked on our aural comprehension skills this week while learning about a typical school
day in France. We also did lots of practice on our French reading comprehension skills.

We will work hard this week to revise new vocabulary.

Year 8

We practised our oral skills this week discussing what types of books we like to read. We did a
matching activity and wrote simple sentences in French. Some of us also wrote a paragraph in
which we wrote about our favourite genre of books and our opinions.

Year 9

This week we focused on reflexive French verbs. We noted the reflexive pronouns. We
noticed the difference between regular verbs and reflexive verbs. We practised our reading
comprehension skills and our writing skills.

Humanities:

Year 7

Students explained the social, economic and
environmental impacts of Hurricane Katrina.
They watched two videos on Hurricanes and
the environmental impacts of Hurricanes. They
discussed the BIG QUESTION - What caused
Hurricane Katrina to form and What was so bad
about Hurricane Katrina?

Year 8

Students discussed rural settlements. They
describe a settlement and listed the settlement
patterns. They outlined the characteristics of
rural settlements and compared and contrasted
between the similarities and differences of
rural settlements in the past and present. They
listed and explained the conflicts within rural
settlements.

Year 9

Students discussed renewable energy with

focus on the Future of Energy. They listed

the renewable energy sources and outlined

the advantages and disadvantages. They

then outlined and explained the two ways a Pl paninsg
government can try to close the gap between - People had o move
energy supply and energy demand from their

country.
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Mathematics:

In Mathematics Year 7 learnt how to count
the expected outcomes and then revised
probability. Next week there will be a test on
probability.

Year 8 revised and had a test on angles.
Students solved problems with alternate
and corresponding angles and calculated
interior and exterior angles in polygons.

Year 9 worked on algebra. We revised

solving equations and inequalities and then
moved on to solving problems with the
equations of the straight line.

Here are some examples of amazing work
done by our students on Sparx. | am very
proud of all students that use videos to
strengthen their learning and submit their
beautiful work. Some students, in addition
to the compulsory tasks also complete the
XP and TARGET part and this allows them to
extend their knowledge.

000 ®

o

Work out which number line below shows the values thal & can take Fax == 7.

A B
*——r
0123456789

O—
"0123456789°

C D
— T} —————®
0123456789° 0123456789°"

Given answer: B Actual answer: B

-
Wwrite: dowm the doubia insquabty showe on the numbes ina: halow.
————-o0
I I I I 1 1 X
0 1 2 3 4 L)
[on1 ] alven angwer: 1< o 3 Actusanewer; (1= x < 3 (]

Bumelia threw some dans, Her minimum score was 7 and har masimum score was 51, What was the range of her scores?

Given answer: 44 Actual answer: 44

econdar

stovy for Saphin Mesmaudi

Homn e

o °
i s o
-1 u on
6achiygs oF maal s e e e e & -
el i B cusdom and sk fe i i L]
Horw ey o ese cuaormer it i sipe: 1 b e sy = “ &
e Puobasilly o L .
Chili 15% . .
Stew 63 peimiaria b
i oma
Fam ] 0 -
Cumy | i an
209
[ —
Gomumwer {135 Arasower (135
~] o v L]

EEEER answe: nistory for Leon Gutierrez

Week 36 oim s Hatwwaic type: | Camausony
i . 044 3 days early 13 1}
------ [ CwsvmeTee  Custi i
B P TR INTIS w [ UEET S
== T 20 eo -
ok out the lowest Integer vakse that w oan tako i
Gur+3 > 29 - 4w
2 iver snwwar: |3 At ansar: |3 ]
Wagk 38 caacan | Srenemy
e &35 3 daye gany E P £
e fammme Saren e Barran e
Cmam M T[] Sisusnoasemn e
= ot
y S e:
] -
[ e Sxam a:
o Gmsmp - B
. ] = £
= e LB
=i s
- drzczag 8=
. I it g
2801 5 pizked o aaton fom
Wit e prabayiy RE ISR bor Wi e
Gae y35 maowerss ¢ nctior P
A bex cantgins 11 couters, 5 am tlee, 4 are grean and 2 3m peipls. Ons eounter i picked 31 mrdom, What is tha grobability het e
COURGE |5 BleT Cive waul angwer as g Tesenan In (5 simplast fom,
i3] Gien s {7 Aol amwer [}




Eenual exwber

115 Tdays early ar i i
IR0 el A IR cove sty Loon Gt
Hhomng. 3 ek Week 36 tovmiane oy nn | opeme L
Lot eteregrst s = Jrep— ) 044 3 days sarly 13 i
e . - iy e e Cude e
R s [ T

O B g, Wit dowen Whelli o mok e line Segimests aie pependiouar - 2" By -1 T
a b)

ok cit th hrwaost Inbeger vakos that w can taka i

Guw+3 > 20 - dw

E Givensswer (3 Acsl s (3 [
Shiowag 13 ouf of L ok aes. [0 Qi shvaw dmcerml Lk e
&} The iins 3egmeants ‘a2 pemendicaiar ) The lins sagments | &3 pamendicular Tash iz Lastaliemgled - Mlemgls
m Boven answer At answer 0
iy Tha fine sagmants s ol perpandicutar i) Ths fine sgimerits| am not perpendicuar Al simreg [ =-1 =N - T
WOEK 30 Durmil oy Homwwos tos. | Cormuzony - .
koo a1 2 days eaily 18 o

Wark out b Sowast integer value that ' cantake I
B+ 3 - 30— duw

Tera ke Copa ey Camrtemes Queisuesee

B¢ Bk Bk hors [ Or

show e phie Lk damg

m Gl ancwar | 3 Bensa ey | -]
o MRS 14 g
dem L 1 b e
-
iz o e outile Bty shown on e number |ine below,
Calulate the size of the angle marked @ in the pentagon shown below.
Give your answer in degrees (7).
*—=0
I I I I I | N
0 1 2 3 4 5
m auananmer 1< z2=3 Acusianswer; |1 <z < 3 [
—
Week 36 Dienzen Eorewat o | Compean -
Mot crawm accustely
e 3 0.55 4 days eatly 21 o
ek Comasoa oy DumEomE  OeCtLEEIETRS Givanaipver Rk |9 Aotifsk sneviac |84 |9
e iromshee gk ban
Task fiers Luat stterngies Aterspts
v e OBOBO ¢
: e v lime 1 i [
) Wi twa ine sagments ans paralisl o eae oiert
£ Wha twea | m: sagments ara equal iengis? 1 ooy o
2} How muany Ire: segments are perandicd & 10 andies Ine segment?
] Ahox contains 11 couers. 5 are tlee, | are gresn and 2 2re pople. One counter s picked &l ndom. What is the prabiahility that the
coimter 5 blue? Giva you answa 35 3 fraction in its simplest fom
R
C
E o
& AE s CD 8 AL e CD
£ Given srpwor 0| AB and BC|  Achualanswur ) AT ind BC ) ) )
m Given answer (T Aot answer T
Ll (B 1 n Q

Week 30 tuenZes

Vomeuorefipi | Comaukony )
Week 38 oweimn Cempaary -
e 0:52 2 days early 18 ]
e o1 2 duys early 20 T b g Oeten mTged DR aEnOw
— ThG Lk CoMel dy Sl S Cuidoe i
Sioming L
o 1 [0 ory shour ineosep
pexf terepied
Tash =m g |
lem Shaum
y bk o1 T

fam il
Tt

-
B =
A b oontaing 15 colournd btz The tabks Dakw shows (e proba ity of ploking asen evy! 1T ona bal i ohosen af random Usa e
» oizakiitis b work out how many balls of &sch colour s mithe bag.
PRl Bt 270 4 angha o and e 120 of angho b Givo your angwers in dagess (" )
Wil sl Encs etplainkng Now you e the, shing e names of any sngie facs thal yeo Lsed

Tl ]

Lrern i

™ B

Dange +

i i iy Givzn angwst: Aictual answar:
m [0 el bis | 03 gemen tuatis || 140 Dl bt 1) yedtow calts (7 gresan buats || 100 bive batts ]

[ 125 ] Glumanswer | = 1347 b= 124 Actusl samer o = | 124" b= [124 e

Page 24




Science:

Year 7

Year 7s looked at the Science behind Air pressure
and how importantitis in our daily lives. Air
pressure is caused by the weight of the air
molecules above. We then finished the week
looking at the various revision techniques to
prepare for the end of year exams.

Year 8

This week, we looked at anaerobic respiration,
the year 8s had the opportunity to investigate
the effects of anaerobic respiration on their hand
by carrying out a simple investigation. We then
finished the week by revising for the end of topic
test.

Year 9

This week, we made a start on the iGCSE
Chemistry Topic 1. The topic starts on with the
principles of chemistry looking at the basic
fundamental knowledge of atoms, elements

and compounds. Students watched the
demonstration of diffusion in gas and solid. We
then investigated the 2 separating techniques of
filtration and crystallization.




It was our third week of our orienteering unit this week in
PE and it has been so much fun! Due to the heat and being

in the Holy Month of Ramadan, orienteering allows the students to move at a walking pace
and stay under shade as much as possible. The concepts of map reading and communicating
as a team are of utmost importance and we have seen many expert navigators amongst

our student cohort in Aspen Heights! The map changes each week to further challenge the
students and so far year groups 4-9 have risen to the challenge. PE for FS-Y3 continues to be
light stretching and mobility movements.

We are very proud and excited to have two groups of girls representing Aspen in the 2021
BSME Dance Festival, one Primary and one Secondary group. The girls are very excited and
are working hard to learn their dances. We look forward to sharing the final dance pieces

with you in the near future.

As we approach The Eid Celebration, we would like to wish you all a wonderful Eid Mubarak.

The PE team.
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Music

This week, our students had a lot of fun looking at string and percussion instruments. Did you
know that some of our students even made their own instruments, fantastic efforts! A string
instrument typically has strings and we have to strum, pluck or bow to produce vibrations.
Eg-guitar, violin etc. The percussion family is defined as one part of the instrument being hit
together, or with a mallet or stick to create sound. Eg-xylophone piano, cymbals etc.
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