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Dear Families,

Ramadan Kareem to you all. | have been delighted but not
surprised by the smooth transition to Ramadan hours

and processes in our school. As a community of children,
staff and families we have become very adept at managing
change! With clear communication and support and
understanding on all sides, we are very successful- thank you for your
support.
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NPS Survey

We survey our staff and families termly through our education group
‘International Schools Partnership’- this ensures responses are accurate,
anonymous and really helpful as a school to gauge accurate and honest
responses to our work. We were delighted to receive the results of the
most recent survey from both staff and families, as our NPS scores (where
negative scores are subtracted from high scores to give a ‘net promoter
score’) for both groups are comfortably ‘in the green’- showing that,
despite all we have been through as a community over recent months,
we are still exceeding the expectations of our community. We await the
commentary feedback, but please know that we will utilise it to ensure we

. continue to improve and develop as a school.

8 Sunday Assembly

At Aspen our children have many opportunities to have a positive impact
on our school community. Our school council led circle times this week in

' class with ideas for Ramadan, and | also asked for volunteer playleaders.

We have been delighted by the response, and we will announce the

. playleaders in the newsletter next week.

Family Workshop
Our wonderful Islamic team prepared a family workshop this week entitled

| “The Ramadan journey with my child’. Colleagues and families shared ways

of involving their children in the Ramadan experience and supporting
their children’s spiritual and moral development. Thank you to Afnan
and Mohamed, our colleagues who led the session, and all families who
participated.
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Family Topic Overviews

Today you will receive the topic overview for your child for this first half term. We hope you find
it useful to detail what they will be learning in different curriculum areas over the next half term.
Please do reach out to their class teacher if you have any questions.

Reading week

Next week we have an incredibly exciting week of reading activities and events planned. Every
year group will be virtually visited by an author and have a reading session, and the opportunity
to ask and answer questions too. We have authors Cheryl Davies, Clidha Murphy, Jay Vincent,
Leanne Brown, Maria Georgiou and Susan Brown beaming into our classrooms to inspire and
entertain our children! Please see the attached details of their amazing books that you may
wish to purchase- just follow the links.

On Thursday children can choose to wear their own clothes, or dress up as a book character.
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Ramadan Calendar of Good Deeds

We hope you enjoyed seeing our Ramadan calendar of good deeds sent on Sunday; we hope
our entire community of all faiths and backgrounds will participate in this Ramadan challenge.
Please post a photo of you completing the good deed on our Ramadan Calendar padlet here:
https://padlet.com/principal274/pwshx2emflqgcow96

Well done to Aisha Y7 and Maryam and Salama Y1 who have added photographs already.

Have a restful family time and we look forward to seeing you next week for reading week,

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal, Aspen Heights British School
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Reading Week

To purchase books by our guest authors please click on the images below.

BOOK WEEK Aspen Haights

MEH SCHOOL

' Aspen Heights
BRITISH SCHOOL

April 18th - April 22nd

BOOK READING
SESSIONS

. "BIBBY
i bt { MCGEE"
,.- @gﬁ pelsant,

ND Maria Georgiou
BE BRAVE. BE YOU."

Bibbj McGee

vt 1nd tlabd 7y
=

next book!

BOOK WEEK
April 18th - April 22nd

o Aspen Heights

RRITTS SCHODL

(® Aspentieiatis

BOOK READING SESSIONS
"The

Orangutan
who Sang"

Written by
Jay Vincent

Discaver how 0lly
overcomes his fears
ond does what he
was born to do!

DREAM. BELIEVE.
READ.

BOOK WEEK
April 18th - April 22nd

BOOK READING
SESSIONS

"DANIEL'S
DREAMS:
MONSTER
MOUNTAIN"

Written by
LEANNE BROWN

Exciting updote: parents can submit their
children's nomes to be acknowledged in the

BOOK WEEK
April 18th - April 22nd

~~ BOOK READING SESSIONS

"Friendship Under the Ghof Tree"
"Secrets of the Mongroves”

"rhe Mermaid of Bu Tinah lsland"”
"Be Awesome- an A-I of Morals and
Valpes"

Written by
Susan Brown

Discover the culture
and traditions of
the Middle East
through relatable
characters and fun
stories!

BOOK WEEK

Aspen Heigh
(@ openriegts April 18th - April 22nd

BOOK READING
SESSIONS

"FOX
SOCKS"

Written ond
illustrated by

wridhon g ariented by Giedban

ey Cliodhna Murphy

tliodhna Murphy has jure
started sut her odventure o
o children's picture book
outhor ond tHustrater She is
o frimary teacher from
Kilkenny In Ireldnd and has o
Resenrch Maiters degree In

BOOK WEEK

Aspen Heights
gt April 18th - April 22nd

BOOK READING
SESSIONS

"The Fairy
who Sings"

Written by
Cheryl Davies



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fox-Socks-Cl%C3%ADodhna-Murphy/dp/B08BRGNG4G
https://alrawypublishing.com/shop/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bibby-McGee-Maria-Georgiou/dp/B08R2SVB5G/
https://www.amazon.ae/Fairy-who-Sings-Cheryl-Davies/dp/1916383602/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+fairy+who+sings&qid=1616494984&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ae/Daniels-Dreams-Mountain-Leanne-Brown/dp/1527272451
https://www.dreambelieveread.co.uk/shop/
https://www.amazon.ae/Orangutan-Who-Sang-Jay-Vincent/dp/1910863572/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+orangutan+who+sang&qid=1616494906&sr=8-1

Primary Update

Welcome back for our final term of learning. It has been wonderful to see
the children happily learning this week and feeling proud of their work.
Some of the highlights from my learning walks include; Year 3 looking at a
variety of strategies to support their multiplication calculating. Also Year

2 are enjoying learning their new book ‘Grandpa’s Island’ and there has
been some fantastic creative writing. Year 1 enjoyed creating animals of the
desert and writing labels in Arabic. Year 4, 5 and 6 have been working on
their maths skills to convert between decimals, percentages and fractions
and how these could be used in everyday life, as well as solving mastery problems.

Our assembly theme this week was about being a good problem solver, children have
thought about the skills involved in this and have demonstrated it through their activities in
class. Staff and children also used their problem solving skills to ensure there was a smooth
transition to our new Ramadan schedule. The children are very excited about the holy month
and they have demonstrated their fantastic learning and understanding in the assembly
video for this week.

Well done to the following classes for having the highest attendance in your phase - Gazelles
at 98% and Hawksbill at 95%. Remember the more you attend, the more you learn!

We are all looking forward to our wonderful book week next week. There are a huge variety of
activities planned including live book readings with authors and creative writing classes.
Have a lovely weekend and Ramadan Kareem.

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary
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Secondary Update

Ramadan Kareem and welcome back to term 3!

This week on my learning walks there has been a peaceful, calm and settled
atmosphere in secondary. There have been some wonderful Ramadan
themed lessons and our learning environment has been transformed.

Our pupils undertook many end of topic assessments this week, where they
had the opportunity to show how well they reflected and consolidated their learning over the
holiday.

This week has also seen the start of our second cohort of pupils participating in ISPs Virtual
Buddy Exchange Programme. This week our Aspenites have linked with children from South
America, Malaysia and The Middle East to discuss ‘Being a teenager in 2020’.

Lots of children have signed up to the ADNOC energy initiative. | am looking forward to the
virtual field trips and facilitating the teams to design the ‘Petrol station of the future!

Today you will have received the curriculum overview for the next half term. | hope this helps
to support your child in preparation for the End of Year exams which begin on Sunday 6th
June for English National Curriculum subjects. We wish to conduct our examinations in a face
to face environment for all pupils who are medically allowed to return to school. Revision lists
will be sent out in the first week of May by your child’s teachers.

This week | am pleased to say that Year 9 Futaisi has the best attendance in Key Stage 3. Well
done boys!

| am very excited that next week is ‘Book Week’. There are many wonderful activities planned
for across the school. | am particularly looking forward to the virtual visits of our authors,
which | hope may inspire future career choices of potential Aspen Authors.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary




Fatima and Emilia, from Mice class are creating
gorgeous paintings.

Fatima, Osha and Faris from Mice class are
enjoying measuring and pouring, outside.

Mice class proudly singing the National
Anthem.

Ghaith creates an meal for Iftar on the

computer. obstacle course.
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- : o Rl o Nader and Idrees building strong
Geckoes enjoyed reading stories in our cosy book muscles when rolling the tyres
area. outside.

Casper and Ghaith are exploring the | B :
spaceship control centre. They made i {. e £ - E

popsicles from playdough to have on the

I . Geckoes class enjoyed comparing each other’s
ong journey.

heights and measuring each other.

Dominic in Geckoes class enjoyed playing Mice class are happy to be back at school,
hopscotch in our playground. building a Lego house together.




®

Hoor Y2L enjoyed drawing the Tasha in Y2L wrote an
setting of the story. amazing story this week.

| \ | &
. " KhaledinY20 DR
Said in Y3F enjoyed making independently using a Donnacha in 2G did great work
hieroglyphics on styrofoam. number line to add. on addition.
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Lower Primary

T AN

&y
B B e - i
- N © & Mariam in 2G made
Layla in 2G made a prediction ~ characters to use in English  panjel in Y2L creating puppets
of which seeds will grow the  to talk about our story for our story Grandad’s Island
fastest. Grandad’s Island. the Sphinx.

AP et ‘N’.‘.‘\

Ghanim (3F) likes to use a 100s chart to solve Kareem in 2G made his puppets to use for
math problems. English.

»._!hl‘ﬁ]i-;r_-l-- t—hl

Asma in Y2L worked hard on Maja in Y3F used a 100s
) wher  our new adding method this chart to help her solve some
method of adding. week. maths problems




Jorge, Salama & Ahmed creating their own planets
that sustain life in art.

[
Abdulla learning about eletrical appliances.

Lucas’s mindmap of The Hurricane.

Youssefin Y5 Hawksbills naming the
planets in the solar system.

i

Liam and Soorya testing their camera
obscuras!.

®



Ismail creating a Venn diagram about
electrical appliances.

, . ' Jumana in Y5P with her
Meerah’s drawing of the Aesha in 5P has been solving  booklet about the solar
Colosseum. problems involving decimals.  system.

%% X}x%\ N
SN\
Rashed and Adam exploring our class poem,
Adam and Rashed exploring our class poem. The Hurricane.

a
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Secondary

Cra-stre

IS STREET ART
A MiRROR OF
SOCIETY?

Art and DT:

Year 7

This week we focused on the proportions

of the face with the idea to “Tim Burtonize”
them. This gave the class the opportunity
to reflect on how to take typical proportions
and change them into a Tim Burton style
drawing.

Year 8

As we move forward within our Olympic Unit
the Y8’s have been working on finalising
their uniform designs for their sport of
choice incorporating their design elements
and logo designs.

Year 9

We are entering our studio time now as the
Y9’s now incorporate all the process we have
been working on including artist research,
TAG creations and the social issue they
would like to address into a final Street Art
studio piece.

@ Page 12



English: y
Year 7 English

We are gradually nearing the end of our novel, Wonder. This week, we continued reading
the text. We had interesting class discussions about emotions, moods and characters. We
completed a group role-play task in which we acted out scenes from the novel. We also
practised answering questions using the PEEL strategy.

Year 8
We hit the ground running this term with many pupils receiving feedback on their glossary
work. Brilliant work was received from: Humaid, Udayan, Khloe and Zainab! This term our
glossaries will continue to be an important part of pupils driving their own learning. Saadiyat
and Mariah have received their deadlines: Sunday 9th May 09:30.

Year 8s will now have a weekly terminology quiz, based on the previous week’s lessons and
key words, these will replace our previous vocabulary quizzes.

In Year 8 one of our foci has been how to analyse questions (key words and mark allocation)
in order to achieve their best marks. Time management has also been an important part

of discussions. Pupils have completed their mid-novel assessments and have started
formulating their ideas for their formal speaking presentations next week.

Year 9
We are on a very exciting journey into iGCSE literature, pupils are learning to manage and
structure their thoughts and ideas dynamically. A brilliant and challenging skill to master.Year
9 completed their assessment on Great Expectations, Volume I, there were mixed reactions
from pupils.

We have experienced some truly awful puns this week as we master the difference between
pun and parody. My personal favourite pun is: “What do you call a sheep that does karate?”
Wait for it... “A lamb chop!”. On a more serious not Year 9 classes have created their first
class ‘Success Criteria” for next week’s speaking presentations. Pupils will delve into either
the impact of a character on Pip’s character development or the development of a theme
during Volume I. Great preparation is essential

All of our classes have demonstrated amazing effort and creativity in their ‘Spring Holiday
Novel Writing’. Well done!

WO AN 1]
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Secondary

French: Biue Ghaienge )
Year 7 French acaalz ant - &
This week we have been completing
assessments based on Term 2 material. We
assessed a variety of language skills. We are
looking forward to beginning a new topic
next week.

Thee biggest dffarence & Hhal the Ardic s e sumundaed by nd while the Artarctic i and
surrounded by sea

Year 8 FrenCh . 1. How g the Climate of both differen! frorn each other? Weite 2 diferences
We have been busy completing end of term A
2 assessments this week. We assessed a b o e A ot W

have an average of -J8 calsius and -58 calBiug in wintars.

. . It has mone warm® in the Arctic han the Antascic becass of 1esmsss 31 of the sarth
variety of language skills. on s ane
We will make sure to reflect on what went . naveta Prent e T Yoo Ancarciie o e e PAT 0 sk Rgw YOI - Enptin
well and what we can improve on. s i A A Sy
boacause they have warm for & 10 and have
scarce soll which enriches e plarts unbke in Antarctea. it has continual freszing
temparaiLies

Year 9 French o e i i
End of term 2 assessments have been our AR DN

=

focus this week. Reflection is the next step in e AR i e e o i ki ) S i e

h W ill note what went well and e e T B e T e L ! T s S
t r1e grocess. . e WI e largest tarreatrial arimal which has no predalor and eats algae. bactera and
what we can improve on. ook s Grodced by penguina

4. Describe he environmentsl issoe of Antarctica

At

The Romans were very good at copying other
peopla's ideas, but they rarely gave other cvilizations credit for these ideas. According to the
ancient Romans, everything was invented by Romans. They actually did invent or achieve some
important things themselves, Mings we stll use today. We owe them a lof!

FRed Challenge

1. Romans ped many new for buildings and of
all types. Inciuding the inventions of concrete Roman roads, invention of Roman arches
and well buil! aqueducts.

‘Weather and climate of Antarctics
Yoor 0 - T28 - Waok &

Thers are amund 66 ecientific stabons seattened acoss Antarchica, all of which sene ae

nanonal iesearch bases These small saiamants sUpport papulations ol varying sizes. Fom as . Latin:Romans spread across lots of ing Europe, Asia. and
many as 1.300 10 a2 Taw as six. North Africa. The Romans brought their traditons and language which was Latin. it was
tha roat of all remance languages including English, French and Spanish

na

3. Roman law and Politics. Including the law which says that a person ks innocent untl
proven guilty (from the Twelve Tables).

4. MosaicsRomans crealing beautful and inlricate mosaics on Moors and walls. Soma of
thiy art ks still being uncovered loday.

1. Dascribe the people and setfiamens of Antarctica? Explain 3 koy features Humanities:
Antarctica has baan inhabited for several decades and most of the inhabtarts are
seientlsts however zome non-scientists alss live there Year 7
o eloy v in Anl 7 Wi ures of life retics, . .
e e e o el i s e il Students discussed the Roman influence
Wi s prmerang oot on the world in areas of law, literature and
P . seals, minke whal .
acrive th aiorevenas language, technology and Science, Roman
architecture and Roman Numerals.

4. Deacribe the envi iasue of A 3
Due ta climate change, caused by damaging the ozone layer, the ice is thinning which
causss habital loss and a rise in sea lovels.




Humanities:
Year 8

econdar

can be found. They explained how glaciers i et

Glacial landforms
Students listed areas and places where ice

. . Cirque glacier is 1 cirque which is 3 bowl shaped depression on the side or or near
are fo rme d . T h ey Watc h avi d eo on g I acia I the mounrains. This gathers snow thar soon becomes ice and due to ahrasion, the

prOCQSSQS and |andf0|'ms. They used a bowl like shaped depressions becomes decper and moves some of the ice and bits
diagram to list and explain the 2 processes ;";:‘:"“g"“::”““““‘f““""““‘g*“‘"“""’“‘-““""”"’“""“
. . . 2. W INWare L IO graviry.
of erosion, namely Plucking and Abrasion. o
They discussed the erosional landforms 4 Medial Maraine ‘ _
namely CirqueS. Arétes, pyramidal peak’ iMu].lsl]Mumu-l-:i.nwhf_n:Imn]lurlumulu]nd:puuﬁng;dxnlmt:ﬂ.\lltﬂil
N Tween rwo glaciers.
Glacial trough or U-shaped valley and
hanging valleys.

wh

Valley Glacier

A valley glacier source is usually a cirque ata valley head or point and that flows
downward berween the walls of the valley. These can create V-shaped Yalleys
Ye ar 9 which then can tum into U-shaped valleys or can be just hunging valleys that flow

Weather and climate of Antarctica dowmward towards the Ushaped valley.

Students were able to outline the reasons T

why it is so cold and dry in Antarctica. Laseral Moraine i when morsine{debritrocks or materiak that  ghacier has
They described how icebergs are formed. S iatas i e

They then described the ozone layer

and explained the environmental issues

in Antarctica. They watched 2 videos

on ‘Antarctica- Warmer than Delhi’ and

‘Antarctica is Looking More Green Thanks to

Climate Change.’

Ice shelf

Key
IR ice meits into sea from bottom of ice shelf

E Thickest ice nearly 5 km

1. Hom: The peak of the mountain range.

2. Arete: Aretes are (agged ridges that form when two cimues lie

sige by side. 2} The Romans made toolc and metheds to use in agriculture. They became cuccecefvl farmars becavee
of their extengive knowledgs of climate, coil and planting-related cubjects. They developed ways to
3. Cirque Glacier: Cirques are hollows with steep back wails that effectively plant crops and irrigate and drain fislds. Their technigues, such as erop rotafion, praning,
occur in highland areas and are usually armchair shaped. veed celection, and manuring are still uced by modern farmers. The roman afro used mille to process

their graing, which improved their efficiency and employed many pesple.

4. Medial Moraine: A medial moraine Is a landform that forms from
tilf depasited between two glaciers.




Secondary

Maths:

This week all classes have had revision and a test. Year 7 focus was on fractions, decimals and
percentages. Year 8 worked on decimals, ratio and proportion. Year 9 practised solving exam
type questions on standards forms and percentages.

INTRODUCING SPARX:

This week all students were introduced to Sparx. Students have

created their logins and understand that Maths homework will rx
be set on Sparx. Homework will be assigned on a weekly basis

(Wednesday - Thursday) with the expectation that students

complete it within the stipulated time. Students can complete . i
homework in “one go” or they can chunk it down e.g.10 min a Maths. Reimagined.

day. Their results and attempts will be saved automatically and | WWW,Sparx.co.uk
will be able to see all that they have done.

sparx + 2 hegartymaths Sparx Maths is an online platform that AHBS have invested in

this term to support students to improve their Mathematics
knowledge and skills. It is a personalised maths system which
has a highly sophisticated algorithm that looks at a students
performance week by week. The questions each student
receives are unique to them based on the level they are
working at, accuracy of answers and the amount of time taken
to answer questions by a student. No other online platform
personalises work in this way. As a result, Sparx is highly
effective in supporting students to make amazing progress.
This judgement has been supported by independent research
carried out by Cambridge University. Sparx is the first online
platform to have independent verification of its impact on
maths learning in this way. It allows students to hardwire their
understanding through practice with real-time feedback.

Questions are varied into three levels: to introduce, to strengthen and to deepen. This allows

the students to enhance their problem-solving skills. To learn more about Sparx, please see

the product demo on:

| am very excited about this new platform and | believe that students will benefit from it very
soon. Next week | will dedicate some parts of Maths lessons to Sparx, so all students will have
a clear understanding of how to use it. | will ask students to finish their work at home. | look
forward to your continued parental support. Please do talk to your children about Sparx, ask
them to show you how they complete homework that is set. It is very important that students
complete this homework without adult reinforcement or intervention. Tutorial videos provide
necessary support when needed. Students should have some paper and a pen available as
they will need to record some parts of the homework.

Sparx will replace MyiMaths for homework in Term 3, so it is not additional homework. We
will continue using MyiMaths in Maths lessons and it is still available for students, so they
can use it as individual support. Both MyiMaths and Sparx are amazing resources and | hope
that our students take advantage of having them available at AHBS. | look forward to seeing
students’ knowledge and skills improving through these platforms, which will also allow their
confidence in Maths to grow.
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Secondary

Proms o o - ' e Increase $350 by 17.5%.

275 10:2 R 275 % 1072

Decrease $350 by 17.5%.

2.75x10%5
2,75x10"-2

+ 6k  Find 18% of $360000.

]

Alexander Reynard Easa Alblooshi
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Science:

Year 7

Year 7s completed their end of term test
on ‘7J Electricity’ this week and feedback
was given for improvements. They filled
an exam analysis sheet which highlights
the strengths and weaknesses within the
topic. Students can use this to build their
knowledge henceforth as they listed the
areas for improvements. We will be moving
onto a new topic next week called ‘7G
Particle Models’.

Year 8

Year 8s completed their end of topic test

for the topic of ‘8L Light’. They were given
feedback on their scores and students
identified the level they are currency working
on. The second lesson was dedicated to
analysing their exam to identify the areas

of strengths and weaknesses. By reflecting
on their answers, students were able to
understand where they went wrong and how
they could improve in the future. Next week
we will be starting a new topic called ‘8C
Breathing & respiration’.

Year 9

Welcome back Year 9s to a very important
term in the calendar this year. In this

term, we have officially made a start on

the Biology iGCSE course. As the term
progresses, we will be covering the first unit
in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students
are highly requested to visit the Biology
Specification to get a better understanding
of what they are studying. This week,

we covered the characteristics of living
things and looked at the classification of
organisms in Biology; certainly a busy week
back!

econdary

HIV virus that ca

Task 4

A virus is not considered a living organism because it is not made out of cells hence why it is not
in the five animal kingdoms. A virus cant make its own energy or grow on the other hand they
are not dead or alive so they are categorized in its own

Blue Task

ulosis is a disease caused by bacteria called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. the kingdom
it's on is Bacteria it affects animals and humans it targets the lungs but spreads through the air
when a person with TB of the lungs or throat coughs sneezes, or talks.
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It was great to see all our wonderful PE students back in schc
We were amazed and incredibly impressed at how they all got invoivea in the Jepel Hateet
challenge over the two weeks! Across primary and secondary, each student logged their
steps to see how many times each house could climb to the top of the mountain! We are
delighted to announce the results...(drum roll!)

1st place: Water House - 200 House Points
2nd place: Fire house with - 150 House Points

3nd place: Air house with - 100 House Points

4th place: Earth house with - 50 House Points

A massive congratulations to the boys and girls from house water!

Seeing as it is now the Holy Month of Ramadan, PE lessons will be very light and easy to take
into account the large number of students who are fasting. Lessons will take place in the
shaded areas and we advise students to wear their hats as the temperatures are rising.

- The PE Team
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Watch the Ramadan
assembly here:



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l7VIDcSDNc4St9DOmKI3Vc2aDw8uLwAE/view?usp=sharing
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Music and movement instruction has been shown to improve children’s memory, cognitive
development, learning skills and expressive ability. Music is fun, active, engaging multi-
sensory experience for children. Music and finger plays are an engaging and interactive way
to tell stories while singing a song. As children grow in their appreciation of the beauty of
music and dance, they acquire a gift that will bring them great pleasure. Music brings another
dimension of beauty into our lives. Music and movement benefit a child’s development in

many ways.
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