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Term 2.2, Wk 3 11th March 2021

Dear families,

International learning:

Although our international day celebrations of dressing up,
displays and assemblies has been postponed until Thursday
25th March when we are back in school face-to-face, the
learning about countries in our community has continued
throughout the week, with many inspiring activities and craft from around
the world. We had a ‘sneak peak’ of some of the learning that has taken
place during our assembly this morning, and we look forward to sharing
more with you in our international displays on 25th March. Here’s the
assembly for those who didn’t see it this morning:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/171kUJOvDrd4ZPzSIgCFWTFDxrPBH2Aww2/

" view?usp=sharing
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Staff training:

One of the reasons Aspen Heights moves forward at such a paceis
because all colleagues in the school are actively engaged in action
planning and driving school improvement priorities. Our colleagues from
across all phases in the school are also members of ‘subject leadership
teams’, as well as their year group or department teams. This helps
colleagues from different phases of the school work alongside colleagues
they don’t usually work with, contributing to our sense of community
cohesion. This process also facilitates sharing good practice, and supports
progression and challenge in different year groups across the school.
This week our staff training gave time for colleagues to meet- virtually-

- as subject teams, and review their action to date and plan for action for

the remainder of the year. Colleagues are involved in delivering staff

4 training, monitoring and evaluating the impact of training on learning,

and supporting and developing others. The opportunity to develop

these leadership skills enables us to further develop our staff whilst also
improving outcomes for children in our school. Colleagues have planned
some really inspiring actions and events that will help our school get even

better- thank you all._




Family workshop:

On Monday of this week Mrs Rose Akachi, Nursery Principal, and Ms Clare Quick, Head of FS2
presented a well-attended family workshop on the expectations and requirements of Early
Learning Goals; the end of foundation stage assessment that early years practitioners carry out
at the end of FS2. Thank you to families who attended; here is the link to the presentation for
those who were unable to attend.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mJjZLJILGIJ6rq? djzUhkKtGF2E3aGgDMO0aj8VSpKBk/
edit?usp=sharing

Arabic assessments:

Families will be aware that Arabic assessments are happening next week. These unit
assessments are on material covered throughout the term, so children and families should
be very confident. These assessments help our teaching team identify areas of strength and

development, and adapt their teaching accordingly.
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Have a lovely weekend with your families,

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal, Aspen Heights British School

Extra-curricular

28th March - 1st April
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Primary Update

This week has certainly highlighted our strengths of being adaptable and
resilient. | have been extremely impressed with everybody continuing with
their learning, be it in school or via distance learning.

On my learning walks around the school as well as drop-ins to live lessons
and reviewing Seesaw, | have seen amazing learning yet again! Year 2 have
finalised their version of my favourite story ‘On the way home’. They are
very well written and may even be better than the original story!

| was outstanded by the mathematical skills in year 5, they were able to convert between
improper and mixed number fractions and even acted as mini teachers demonstrating how
to do this. Year 4 wrote some interesting persuasive adverts and attempted to sell their
idea by producing sales pitch videos! | have really enjoyed seeing Year 6 enthusiastically
become broadcasters of natural disasters, they have learnt so much and developed great
performance skills. Year 3 have been reflecting on their time and highlights of being in the
UAE and have written some really imaginative poems. Year 1 are really progressing in their
mathematical skills, developing their multiplication knowledge and using arrays to solve
problems.

Well done to the following classes who all got 100% attendance this week! Jerboa, Ostrich,
Hawksbill and Dolphins, you should all feel very proud and will have received your certificate
on Seesaw.

Have a great weekend everybody.

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary




EYFS Update

Dear Families,

One of my favourite weeks of the school year is the lead up to International |
Day because | also get to learn more about the wonderful countries and 7
cultures that make up the Aspen Heights British School community. | di J"
have really enjoyed dropping into lessons this week and taking partin L M}
the learning. The children have been learning about the language, flag, - .
traditions and food from their chosen country. It was great fun to watch the children’s
reactions to food they have never tried before. There were some brilliant expressions
which made us smile. The children have been working hard to practise the songs, poems
and dances they will be performing on Thursday 25th March. | am really looking forward to
joining the assemblies.

This half term, the children started taking part in live music lessons via Zoom. They are really
enjoying singing along, as Miss Yates plays the guitar, and thinking of different actions that
could accompany the new songs they are learning.

This week Miss Quick and | led a parent information meeting on the Early Learning Goals.
Thank you to the families that attended. If you were unable to attend the meeting please take
some time to look through the presentation slides that have been uploaded to Seesaw.

Next week, in preparation for Mother’s Day, we will be thinking about our Mums and why they
are so special. Nursery are very excited to be leading a special Mother’s Day assembly which
will be uploaded on Thursday morning so don’t forget to log in to Seesaw next week.

We have found the perfect place to display our model of the solar system, which was a
collaboration between Nursery and FS2 during Science week. It is on display in the FS2

corridor, and whilst parents are unable to enter the building, we hope that all of the children
and teachers who work in the Acacia block will enjoy looking at it on their way in and out of
the building.

| hope you have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Rose Akachi
Head of Foundation Stage
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Secondary Update

This week our Executive Leadership and Secondary Student Council have been |
leading the way with how we showcase our amazing learning in secondary.
Watch this space for the updates!

Earlier this week | saw some amazing learning. In English, pupils were analysing characters in
the novels they were reading. In Art, they were learning to compare the work of Street Artist,
Banksy with local Artist, Fathima Mohiuddin who has recently created the black and white
mural called ‘The Humans’, which is located on Yas Island.

Today we celebrated International Day...part one. The secondary classes dressed up in
costumes for their chosen country and performed their wonderful assemblies for their
parents. We’re looking forward to continuing the celebrations when we return to face to face
learning.

The class with the best attendance this week is Saadiyat. Well done girls, keep up the good
effort!

Looking forward to an amazing week of online learning ahead.

Have a safe weekend,

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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Discussing the art work of Spanish
artist Joan Miro.

]

g

Tauriel drawing her model Abdul Malik and Mariam play Kiki drawing a picture for her
in the construction area. cricket in Bulbuls class. mum.

ety

Wadeema reading her secret Some children from Dove ) - —
note from the message class shooting the letters on  Juwariyah makes a creative
centre. the wall with water guns. marble painting in Geckoes.
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Fatima and Fahad from Mice were
experimenting with new textures.

Hessa and Fawzeya reading outside i 8
independently. Bulbuls class love watering their plants & seedlings.

_ N
Dana, Shaikha and Dominic

make their own shopping list
in Geckoes class.

Hamda from Mice was ' o
throwing bean bags onto ~ Ayaah wanted to make letter Ava asking Abdalla his favorite
the numbers. cards. transport for her tally chart.




Ahmed talking about his seed growing into a
seedling.

Ahmed looking at the plants ~ Erik happy to show his Freddie re-enacting the story
they planted. planting activity. about the Hungry caterpillar.
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Lower Primary

Foxes have been plating their own seeds.

Noah from Foxes writing CVC
words all by himself.

Children from Foxes have loved Hamdan in Foxes making
acting out the story of Jack and groups of numbers using
the Beanstalk. numicon.

Carmen from 3K loved using | : . ! .. :
paint to create a colorful International Day activities 3K loved creating their own

sombrero. in class. Mexican sombreros in art.
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Upper Primary

‘Praslin is where the
‘Black ‘Parrota lives

Jegorin 5P created an amazing painting of the 3
Eiffel Tower as part of our International Week Megan in Y4H facts about the Seychelles
work. black parrot.
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Abdulla presenting his flag
he created for International

Day! Seychelles Fun Facts. Evangelos researched Greece.
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Upper Primary

m & me g A
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B?"nshayer’s Writing in Megan in Y4H facts about the
Hieroglyphs. Seychelles black parrot

F | S _—

Abdulla Y4H created a picture e
of the Seychelles natioanl bird ‘More than
the black parrot.  four faces
| Rectangular
prism

Triangular
prism |

cube
]
7

Haya in Y6S using geometric shapes to sortinto a Venn
Diagram.

Deardiary,

I 'was very excited to finally land in Marseille after 8 hours. | was ready to the 5 d the city!

At first, | explored the Basilique Notre-Dame de la Garde and as | went in | realised that it was a very calm place to
go to because no one wa talking and everyone was silent. What was also relaxing about thot place is that it rested
ontop of a mountain which was o hard drive up.

Mext | visited the big MARSEILLE place that was also on a mountain however it was a taller one than the other. it
was amoazing becouse you could feel all the fresh air and watch the view of the sea. | just didn't want to get of{
because it was probably the best place I've ever been too but time passed and | was getting hungry so | decided to
drive off to a restaurant.

RI h anresearc h e d S p ain. As | reached the restaurant, there were some delicious choices of food to eat and | just couldn't pick one so 1 just
ordered the Ratatouille and a Coq au vin.

As soon os | finished, | rushed straight to my hotel room and got in my bed. As | am writing this, | am looking out of
my window where there was all the lights in the streets beaming in my eyes. | would probably go to Lyon
' new stuff, who knows?

..... p

i ~ Marwan in 5P wrote a fantastic diary entry about a day in
] Marseille!

ychellies

Eyad in 5P showed
perserverance when
multiplying mixed numbers by = Adam in Y4H created a poster of facts all about the
whole numbers! Seychelles.




Upper Primary
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) ) Mariem’s Facts about Brouchures to visit the
Mariem Reporting on a Flood. Egypt. Seychelles!

Maha in Y4H created a
stamp of the Seychelles
national bird.
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Megan researched

Seychelles. How to get there! Layan in Y4H created a stamp

for the Seychelles.
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econdary

Polymers

Ceramics

Composites

Use: Mouth Guards

Old material: cotton, tape,
sponge, wood.

Polymer is better because:

v The old materials could cause
injuries.

v New mouthguards are more
stylish and advanced.

v The new mouthguards have a
lower chance of falling off.

shoe.

shoe and support the fabri

Use: Racing car brakes

Old material: Wood

Ceramic is better because:
v It allows for more drift.
Vv It is more comfortable.

v Allows the cars to drive more
smoothly.

Use: Tennis Rackets
Graphite Composite

Old material: Solid Wood.

Composite is better because:

v Composite rackets make it
easier to attach (and replace) a
separate handle

v Composite rackets are
stronger than wood rackets

v Composite rackets are less
likelv to break durina plav.

When designing a shoe | definitely won't include ceramic as it is heavy and fragile.

1 will include composites for my sole as they can be light and rigid which can help create a better

Polymers will definitely be included in the shoes upper part to help give shape structure to the

Use: Footballs Use: Golf club heads Use: Bike frames
Old Material? Old Material? OCld Material?
it was made from a it was made from a it was made from a
material called leather. material called wood. material called iron or
wood.,
Polymers are better Ceramics is better Composites are better
because: because: because:
» Keeps shape » Increase flying e |tis stiff
longer distance e Dampen
o Cotton breaks # Enables a shot vibration
down faster than that is pleasing * More comfortable
polyester e Costs less
o Allow working
under high stress
Use: Footballs Use: Golf club heads Use: Bike frames

Art and D&T:

Year 7

Value can create mood in a piece of art.
Practicing our value scales and Tim Burton
stylized body parts assist our Year 7’s in the
process of understanding what is needed

in creating a self portrait in the style of Tim
Burton.

Year 8

Materials and their uses have been the focus of
this week’s classes in preparation for tackling
the design process in creating and designing

a Football Shoe with new materials and
technologies.

Year 9

The year 9’s this week have been reflecting on
“social issues” and “how art can imitate life”.
Through art analysis and reflection students
will be using these ideas in their Graffiti walls.

it was made from a
material called leather.

it was made from a
material called wood.

it was made from a
material called iron or

s Cotton breaks
down faster than
polyester

o Allow working
under high stress

ide7

wood.
Polymers are better Ceramics is better Composites are better
because: because: because:
e Keeps shape ® Increase flying e |tis stiff
longer distance » Dampen

s Enables a shot
that is pleasing
e Costs less

vibration
» More comfortable

Your Response

e e )

a8 3 “Bosial cammentarny” ATt s 8 “TehTor of sothly”. A “Tetaiiag lie”

Answer 1:

| I see. | think. | feel.

1 be intmidated

Side7

embar, there are no fight or winng arswers 5o

a i Fghl OF wIDNg Orewers s

Answer 1:

| see a girl watching a man board up the
doors to a building. | think maybe the girl
has told him to do it and is watching him. |
felt kind of bad for the man. The art piece is
drawn in different styles the people are
detailed while the background is very
minimalistic and simple.

| see a gifl watching a man board up the
doors to a bullding. | think maybe the girl
has told him to do it and is watching him. |
falt kind of bad for the man. The art piece is
drawn in different styles the people are
detailed while the background is very
minimalistic and simple,

Air Max 93 Balenciaga Track.2

INow that we have discussed how "art can imitate life”
what Soclal Issues concern you?
what Sacial lssues concern you?
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o ean wosne otk precausiond of et
3
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Mow that we have discussed how "art can Imitste Efe"
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Secondary

English:

Year 7

We delved into character analysis at the beginning of the week. We focused on using the PEEL
structure when answering questions. We also continued reading our novel, ‘Wonder’. We are
now becoming more aware of the characters and themes in the narrative.

Year 8

We have had a brilliant week in Year 8 English. Chapters covered include: The Cry in the
Corridor, ‘There Was Someone Crying - There Was! and The Robin Showed the Way. As we
uncover and discover characters and themes pupils are summarising, and reflecting on the
author’s intentions i.e. using effect to lead the readers into reading between the lines.

Pupils have transitioned to online seamlessly - well done! | am so proud of you all!

Year 9

Our Year 9s have been diligently developing their knowledge and understanding of Great
Expectations. Keywords this week have included: Purblind, Cipher, Transcribe,

Superior, Inferior, purblind, cipher, transcribe, superior, inferior, manor house, satis,
etymology, irony, tease, humiliate, cruel, turning point, perception, perceive, opinions and
associations.

These will feature in the Year 9’s terminology quiz on Sunday.

Spelling Quizzes

Year 8 Mariah

Haroun 100%

Taim and Ahmed 80%

Humaid, Udayan and Harry 70%
(Class average 64%)

Terminology Quizzes

Year 9 Futaisi

Alex 90%

Jethro 80%

Leon 60%

(Class average 50%)

Muhra’s Literature
Green Challenge

Year 8 Saadiyat

Khloe 90%

Mahra and Larissa 80%

Paige, Malak, Kinkin, Hoor and Mariam 70%
(Class average 67%)

N CEIRA G
Keira 70%
Sheikha 60%
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Secondary

Jethro’s Annotations

| ey Harry’s Chapter
220 e Review

= There are three fixed levels to this group work:

Fage -=:-‘ This symbal tells us...

=

fl | ot mere s food available

When | see this symbal | know..
Adnoc - Gas station

UAE National emblam

For peopls with disabiimes.
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| temperature
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French:

Year 7

We practised our listening skills a lot this week. We learned how to say what facilities there
are in our town. Our comprehension skills were tested when we had to identify what facilities
there were and weren’t in some towns.

Year 8
Our focus this week was holidays. We enjoyed learning about different holiday locations in
French. We practised our comprehension skills through a range of listening and written tasks.

NCEIRY
While last week’s focus was different genres of film, this week’s focus was different genres of
books. We discussed what genre we prefer in French. We also completed a variety of tasks.

Spelling Quizzes

Year 7 Aryam Year 7 Delma
Salama = 100% Aiman & Mohammed W. = 90%

Zain, Janel & Zaina = 95% Amer = 85%
Anigah, Ema, Maha & Sophia V. = 90% Sultan Al Hosani = 60%

Class average: 79% Class average: 40%

o o e S . SR

Humanities:

Year 7 ———

The Romans trace their history back to the year

753 BC, and two brothers, Romulus and Remus. LTI =TT e
Students discussed the origins of the Roman - A

Empire and explained the Romans and the form i "" el ln:'

of their government as well as describing the
different roles of the Emperor. They then listed
the rulers of the Roman Empire.

Year 8 '

The Peasants’ Revolt, also known as the Great e e T
Revolt, was a popular uprising in England in | e o e e
June 1381 CE. Students discussed the causes I —

that led to the Peasants Revolt. They also were
able to identify the key personalities of the T pe
revolt. Students discussed the meaning of the -

Stature of Labourers and the Poll tax. " s s e

i e F S e w e e v —

4 - S S ey O i ey g S oe— —

Year 9 o e e s e s A

Students discussed the Civil Rights Movement
in America. They explained how the Civil
Rights Movement challenged legal inequality.
They were able to list the 3 main Acts that

outlawed segregation. They investigated how -y R b TR
Black Americans continuously challenged - - P R nane
their second-class status. They discussed the e e
Montgomery Bus Incident.
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Mathematics:
Year 7 carried on learning about fractions.
We worked with equivalent fractions,
improper fractions and mixed numbers. We
discussed how to cancel fractions down

to their simplest form. Then looked into
equivalence between fractions, decimals
and percentages.

Secondary

Year 8 discussed graphs and functions. We
interpreted a variety of graphs and looked

into misleading graphs. Then we revised and
students sat the topic test.

In Mathematics Year 9 has learnt about
union and intersection of sets. Students
have also displayed those set properties on
Venn diagrams. Then we practised solving
problems and revised for the test.
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Science:

Year 7

We made a start on a new topic called Electricity. In this topic, we will be learning about the
components of a circuit, the uses of electricity and exploring the ideas of resistance. Students
practiced drawing the circuit symbols and it was great to see their work! We also had the
opportunity to build circuits using an online simulator!

Year 8

We made a start on a new topic called Light. This topic explores the idea of light and the
science behind the way in which light travels and how they behave. We practiced drawing the
ray diagram to show what happens to light when it is reflected off a shiny surface.

Year 9

Year 9s have been looking at the causes of diseases and ways in which pathogens enter
the human body. It is very relevant to the current pandemic and students were able to
get a clearer idea of how the covid virus attacks. We also learnt about the discovery and
development of drugs.
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It had been another great week of face to face PE here in
Aspen Heights until we unfortunately had to revert back to

distance learning. A huge thank you to the students who came in their PE kits and gave it
100% in our socially distant sessions! Being out on the Astro Turf was so much fun and is
something to look forward to again in the near future.

Now that we are back on DL, please note that PE will take place at the same time on your
timetable using the Zoom link provided. We ask that students be ready with water and a safe
space in order to get the most out of the lessons.

Year 1 PE will be every Monday.
Year 2 Camels and Leopards PE lessons will be every Sunday.

Year 2 Oryx, Gazelles and Distance Learners will have PE every Thursday.
Year 3 Ostrich, Kingfishers and Distance Learners will have PE every Tuesday.
Year 3 Flamingos will have PE every Wednesday.

Year 4 PE will be every Wednesday

Year 5 PE will be every Tuesday.

Year 6 PE will be every Monday.

The weekly PE challenge will still be posted on seesaw every Monday and we look forward
as always to receiving your videos and photos. This week’s challenge is an easy and fun

hopscotch task.
Stay safe, stay active and stay healthy!

The PE team.
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Singing encourages a child to express their emotions and sharpens their ability to
communicate while exercising lip and tongue movement. But one of the biggest benefits of
singing is the repeated use of the ‘memory muscle’. As children get older the power of singing
in their lives can still be extremely beneficial.




