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“~ " Weekly Update
Term 2.1, Wk 5 6th February 2020

Dear Families,

Another busy week of learning has flown by at Aspen
Heights! We have had many visitors and families in
school this week- it is always a wonderfully positive
experience to see our school through fresh eyes.

Health and Safety and Safeguarding

Keeping your children safe, and nurturing their
wellbeing is our number one priority. We have established processes
in our school to ensure this, and this week we hosted Andy Duffied,
the ISP H&S Director, and Lisa Brown, ISP Head of Safeguarding, to
conduct a detailed audit- carrying out site walks, interviewing staff
and observing our processes in action. We look forward to their final
report; the verbal feedback identified many strengths and much
consistency in our processes across the school, and the areas of
development will help us with our continued drive for improvement.

Governors

Our school governors went back to school this week! Our meeting
shared our new reading focus and strategies, and governors had
the chance to visit classes and see learning in action! They were
incredibly impressed with your wonderful children, and how much
progress they are making in reading with our new whole class

reading initiative. We will be inviting families into school during ‘Book

week’ to take part in reading activities with their class- look out for
more information in our family dates.

Community events in FS

Families in FS have almost spent as much time in school as their
children this week! We were delighted at the hugely positive
response to the FS bedtime story event on Wednesday- 70% of FS
families attended! Reading to your children at home is so beneficial
to their development; we hope you found the session helpful.

We had many families attend the ‘learning through play’ workshop

" after assembly today. They also had the opportunity to spend time in
= class observing what they had learned. Thank you to the FS team for

running these wonderful sessions.



Open Morning every month Y1-Y8

This morning we held our first ‘open morning- from 7.30-8.00 where families can ‘drop
in at drop off’ and have the opportunity to look through their children’s work alongside
their child. These open mornings are held on the first thursday of each month- please
check the family dates for the next one- we’d love to see more families attend before
assembly.

Friends of Aspen- International day- 20th February 2020
Plans are well underway for our International day celebrations

on 20th February. Each class is learning about a country and will | 3’ 'g,
support families in putting together artefacts, information and

food samples of their chosen country. We are still looking for (_\
representatives and support for 3 countries; UAE, Tunisia and v},/ Fonds of Aspon

Japan. Please contact Diana at drayyan@ahbs.ae or 0506633174
if you are able to support, or for contact details of the other class
representatives.

Half term holiday

Schoolis closed for the mid-term break for next week. We hope children will be able
to continue learning by completing some of the interesting projects in our whole class
homework shared on the portal!

We look forward to seeing you all on Sunday 16th February at 7.45am.
Have an exciting half term holiday!

Mrs Emma Shanahan, Principal




Class Attendance% Late%
Oasis [ 76.67%  |0% |

Attendance

Well done to FS2 Sparrows, Year 2 Oryx, Year 4 Hawksbill, and Year 8 Futaisi who had the
best class attendance in their key stage for this week.

Well done to Oasis Class and Year 8 Futaisi who had no late children this week.
Great effort and I’m sure the children will enjoy the 5 minutes extra playtime.

Children that come to school every day, and on-time every day learn more and make better
progress, and we at Aspen want to support our families with this.

Please see the attendance and punctuality table above.
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Head of Secondary

This week | have been excited to see the enthusiastic responses from |

our children when they returned from their visit to Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque. Taking learning outside of the classroom is hugely beneficial

for both pupils and teachers. The first-hand experiences of learning

outside the classroom can help to make subjects more vivid and

interesting for pupils and enhance their understanding. It can also

contribute significantly to pupils’ personal, social and emotional development.
Thank you to all of our teachers who helped to make it an amazing learning day.

Looking ahead, on Thursday 20th February we will be celebrating the diversity of our
community with ‘International Day’. We hope to involve the entire community and
therefore would like your help on the day. Each class has chosen a country, they will
have a stall that they can decorate as well as performing a song or dance in the hall.
If you have any spare time and would like to become involved please can you contact
your child’s form tutor or Ms Diana (drayyan@ahbs.ae).

Year 7 Saadiyat - Ms Joubert jjoubert@ahbs.ae
Year 7 Maryah - Mr Bishop sbishop@ahbs.ae
Year 8 Yas - Mrs Trznadel mtrznadel@ahbs.ae
Year 8 Futaisi - Mr Ram aram@ahbs.ae

Wishing all of our families a wonderful half term break and | look forward to hearing all
about what you got up to when we return on Sunday 16th February.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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Quran Competition

At the end of this week, all children
from Year 1 to Year 8, native and non-
native, participated in the first Qur’an
competition this year. We were
honored to give certificates to all the
children who participated.

It was a proud moment for both our
children and Islamic teachers to see
all their hard work and effort put

in memorizing Quranic Surahs pay
off. The children participated in this
competition with a lot of passion and
competitive spirit among them.

We hope to participate again and win
more titles in future competitions.
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During Literacy the children had a great time reading along with the story whilst joining in to
feed our caterpillar box with all of the foods from the story!

The children had so much fun at the Pajama day! It was very amusing for them to see their

friends dressed in their pajamas too! We had a lovely time sharing our story time with some of
you.

Thank you so much to all the parents who attended our ‘Learning through play’ workshop. It
was great to see the support from you all and we hope that everyone was able to gain a little
more understanding into the Early Years education. Please let your class teacher know some
of your feedback from this workshop!
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This week has been another exciting
week filled with pajamas and workshops.
What a great way to start the mid term
break. We got to come to school in our
pajamas!!ll That was the best day, we just
had to roll out of bed and come to school,
how amazing! It was so great to have all
the moms and dads come and listen to a
story being read, as story time is such an
important part of our lives. It is always
so special to share quality time with

the learners and parents. Thank you to
everyone who came.

Another thank you to those who came to the EYFS
workshop where we hope you learnt exactly what
we do here in FS, and how our play time is the most
important aspect of our day in terms of learning. We
wish you all a good and restful mid term break. We
can’t wait to hear what you got up to, when we come
back. See you soon!
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@' We have had another great week in
. Year 1 and have been working very
hard! In mathematics, we have been
learning all about measuring. First,

we compared the sizes of different
objects, putting them in order from
shortest to tallest/longest. Then,
we measured things using non-
standard measurements, such as
our hands and feet! Finally, we have
been learning how to measure using
cubes.

In English, we have continued our
learning on Jack and the Beanstalk.
We started the week by sequencing
pictures of the story and writing
sentences to match. Then, we
innovated the class story map to
create our own version and came
up with some wonderful ideas. We
have been practicing re-telling our
own story with our friends. Some
of us have been creative and made
our own characters and beanstalks.
You can see them on display in our
classrooms.

In science, we have been looking at the differences
between fruit and vegetables. We made a prediction
about what we might find inside them and then
opened them up to see if we were right. We noticed
that some have seeds and some do not. We really
enjoyed our investigation!

This week, we have also been looking forward to
International Day. We learnt all about the country
that we will be celebrating and have been talking
about the similarities and differences that we have
noticed. We have been lucky to explore some of the
special things we might find there and have even
had a go at creating the flag for our chosen country.
We are very excited about celebrating further in the
coming weeks!



This week in mathematics, we have
been learning all about measure. We
have used a range of equipment to
measure length, weight and even
capacity which we have really enjoyed,
we loved measuring each others
heights! We then worked on comparing
our measurements using the equals,
greater than and less than signs.

In English this week, we have
continued to learn the story ‘On the
Way Home’ and we are now very good
with our actions. We have had lots of
fun innovating the story and creating
our own versions. We changed lots of
different parts of the story to make it
our own like the characters, the lies
which were told, the injury and the
settings. We loved sharing our own
stories with all our friends!

During science, we went to the hydroponics
greenhouse to observe any changes to our seeds
and recorded it in our plant diary. We were amazed
to see how some of them have grown!

In topic, this week we have been learning about our
selected country in preparation for ‘International
Day’. We have learnt about their flag, capital city,
clothes, culture, food and dress. As a class we have
decided which food we are going to make and we
have made a shopping list of items we need to buy
when we go on our trip to Carrefour.

We really enjoyed playing the maths games year 6
made as part of Maths Week last week, it was lovely
to play with the older children and to show them our
maths skills.
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We had an amazing time on our trip to the Abu
Dhabi Science Festival. It was so much fun learning
about science by taking part in the different STEAM
activities!

We’re very excited for International Day after the
half term break. Y3 Flamingos are learning about
Oman, Y3 Kingfisher are looking at Brazil and Y3
Ostrich are finding out about the Netherlands. We
look forward to all our families joining us on the
day.

It has been an exciting and busy week in
Year 3. Our focus this week in assembly
was knowing who helps us in our
community. We thought about who we
could help and how we could do so.

We have been doing our hot writes in
English this week. Each of the children
chose a place to write a postcard from.
We were focusing on writing in the
correct tense, using contractions and
thinking of interesting synonyms to
make our meaning clearer.

In mathematics, we have been learning
all about fractions. We found the
fractions of shapes and amounts using
different resources. We learned that
fractions are equal amounts of a whole
and that some fractions are equivalent.



It’s been an incredible week to end the
half term in Year 4!

In English, we loved coming up with
new characters for a description.

Many of us used characters from other
stories we had read but some of us
created our own character. We are all
slowly gaining confidence in using the
boxing up method to plan a text. The
vocabulary some children included

to spark the readers imagination was
fantastic.

In mathematics, we had a successful
week in both classes. Miss Mahony’s
group were experts in finding the
properties of shapes. We loved using
angle eaters (or pacmans) to hunt for
right angles around the classroom.
We also enjoyed the practical work to
identify lines of symmetry, using string
made it easy to spot. Miss Radfords
group quickly grasped finding the
perimeter of rectangles and applied
this knowledge to problem solving
perimeter problems.

1 In science, we completed an escape room challenge.

It was so much fun but tricky at times to crack
the code, as it tested all our knowledge on solids,

1 liquids, gases and the water cycle. It was fantastic

to see the artwork non native students produced;
we were amazed by their progress when attempting
to replicate Quentin Blake’s style. This week was
also our first trip to the hydroponics garden. Luckily,
we got to do some planting and can’t wait to see
how it begins to grow after the holidays.
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This week in English, we have written
our own traditional tales and have read
them out in class. We have focused

on how we, as writers, can create
suspense and intrigue for the reader.
After half term we will create e-books
of our tales and share them with a
younger class for everyone to enjoy!

In mathematics this week, we have
enjoyed learning all about fractions.
We have looked at numerators and
denominators and have compared,
ordered and simplified them. We used
practical resources to help us see how
big or small different fractions are. We
completed an investigation and shared
our findings with our friends.



This week started with an incredible
visit to The Grand Mosque. The
children had a guided tour and
found out some amazing facts, for
example Allah has more than one
name. They also visited the Mosque
Library where they shared Arabic
books.

In science, we put our hypotheses
to the test! We wanted to find out
the effect exercise has on our heart
rate. The children planned their own
investigation and ways of collecting
and recording data and conducted
their investigation. Ask your child
what they found out and what their
results showed!
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In mathematics, the children have been
enjoying a range of mathematical concepts;
calculating using Roman Numerals and solving
real life problems with negative numbers.

In English, we have begun pulling together

all our learning in this unit. We are starting

to write our own suspense stories using the
key text as a model. To support our planning
and writing process, we broke the story down
into a beginning, middle and an end. The
children had lots of fun using words, phrases
and techniques to build the suspense in their
stories.
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Oas_[s Class

This week we have been working a lot on fine
motor activities for improving pencil grasp.
We have been struggling a lot with pencil
grip in the past. To help us with pencil grip,
we started with some play dough activities,
chalk writing while standing, coloured
vegetables using crayons and then finally
put into practise what we learnt by tracing
numbers 0-10 during number formation.
Pencil grip is a difficult task for us but our
wonderful teachers and therapists assisted
us a lot help to finish our task.

We will continue doing more fine motor
activities during sensory play and circle time
to improve our pencil grip.
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This week in Science we have started to
study ‘Electricity’. We have discovered the
different effects of current when a circuit is
made in series or parallel and we linked this
to the brightness

of the bulbs.

In Mathematics, we have discovered and
used equivalency of fractions, decimals and
percentages. Then we worked on finding the
percentage of the given amount. We also
started revising for the test on fractions,
decimals and percentages. The test on
those topics will be on the first week back
after the half term.

In our French lesson, we completed our half-
term assessment. We were assessed on our
learning so far this term. It is important that
we reflect on our performance and review
our assessment in the next lesson. We

also revised our numbers and had fun with
numbers in a group activity.
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Practice, practice, practice! That’s

how we get better in Art as in any
other subject. This week we have been
focusing on our techniques of drawing
and understanding value and the
relationship with portraiture.

In Humanities, we have been studying
floods and flooding and looking at the
causes and consequences of this. We
have now finished our work studying
Weather and Climate and will move on
to History after the half term break.




This week in Science we have looked at how the
speed of light changes in different media and how
this changed the behaviour of the light ray. We
have linked this phenomenon of ‘Refraction’ to
the real world by visiting the swimming pool and
seeing how objects underwater appear closer
than they actually are. We have also studied the
eye and seen how refraction can be helpful to
those of us who wear spectacles.

In Mathematics, we revised graphs. Students
should now be able to interpret the conversion,
distance - time and line graphs. They should
also be able to construct those graphs and use
them to solve real life problems (like money
conversion, finding the speed).

Practice, practice, practice! That’s how we get
better in Art as in any other subject. This week we
have been focusing on our techniques of drawing
and understanding value and the relationship
with portraiture. In addition, connecting this to
student understanding of symbolism.
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In our French lesson, we completed
our half-term assessment. We were
assessed on our learning so far this
term. It is important that we reflect
on our performance and review our
assessment in the next lesson.

In Humanities this week, we have
continued our work on the One-
child Policy and have looked at
population pyramids. We will
continue this after half-term.




PE

This week we have continued with our games unit in PE. Nursery, FS2 and Key Stage 1
have been continuing with key skills and concentrating on basketball. We have focused on
putting our dribbling and shooting skills together. Key Stage 2 have also continued with
their basketball unit with the focus this week being passing the ball with some control and
experimenting with different types of passes.

Swimming

It’s been another busy week at the Aspen pool. FS2 continue to enjoy their swimming time
and the students have been working hard to put their faces in the water and blow bubbles
which is the start of learning to breathe. We have been trying to keep our faces in the water
and blow bubbles for counts of 3.

Shared focus and lesson objectives for the rest of the school have been a continuation

of front crawl and backstroke. Again we have had more students removing armbands

and swimming unaided for the first time. It’s always a massive achievement to meet this
milestone and is something we always celebrate in the Aspen PE department with pride.

Swim Team practice continues with some amazing progress already being made. Years 2, 3
and 4 practice is during ECA on Mondays and Years 5,6,7 and 8 during ECA on a Tuesday. We
will be preparing students for galas and competition and look forward to creating a strong
squad.
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In music this week , we learned about the recorder. It is a woodwind musical instrument that
was popular as early as the 14th century. It produces a soft, flute-like sound. Compared to
other instruments, the recorder is relatively easy to play, making it a great first instrument for
kids or novice musicians. They come in many different colors and sizes to fit you. Recorders
are a good stepping stone to harder blowing instruments that are held vertically, such as
oboe or clarinet.

The keyboard is an interesting instrument which students enjoy playing. Keyboard keys
are also significantly lighter than piano keys, which may make them easier for a beginner,
especially a student who hasn’t yet built up the finger strength to be effective on a larger

instrument.
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