
Dear families,

Family Wellbeing:
Another busy week of learning and community engagement 
draws to a close at Aspen! Children have been working 
so hard this half term; we have got together a few family 
wellbeing activities and ideas to inspire you over the break. 
Please see a link to the file here: 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b8G75de0LtpezP91lr94dBbKhF
PquG44vn1E4flNY24/edit?usp=sharing

We hope you all have a lovely break.

Secondary conferencing:
Thank you to all the families who attended the secondary family 
conferencing; we hope you found it useful to clarify your children’s 
attainment and targets, and had time to talk to each teacher.

On Tuesday 16th the Early years and Primary family conferencing will go 
live on the engage portal; please look out for an email that will be sent next 
week. Early Years and Primary family conferencing will happen on Tuesday 
24th and Wednesday 25th February; we hope that having a week to sign up 
for family conferencing will enable all families to attend via zoom. 
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  Weekly Update
  Term 2, Wk 6 11th February 2021

Dedicated to delivering
AMAZING LEARNING

أسبوع آخر حافل من التعلم والمشاركة المجتمعية يقترب من نهايته في آسبن! يعمل الأطفال بجد مع نهاية منتصف 

هذا الفصل؛ لقد جمعنا بعض الأنشطة والأفكار المتعلقة برفاهية الأسرة لإلهامك خلال فترة الإجازة. يرجى الاطلاع على 

رابط الملف هنا:

نتمنى لكم جميعا استراحة جميلة.

شكراً لجميع العائلات التي حضرت مؤتمر الأسرة الثانوي ؛ نأمل أن تكون قد وجدت أنه من المفيد توضيح إنجازات 

أطفالك وأهدافهم ، وأنه كان لديك الوقت للتحدث مع كل معلم.

في يوم الثلاثاء 16 فبراير، سنفتح الحجز للاجتماعات للمراحل التأسيسية والابتدائية مباشرة على بوابة الطالب 

الإلكترونية ؛ يرجى البحث عن البريد الإلكتروني الذي سيتم إرساله الأسبوع المقبل. ستعقد الاجتماعات يومي الثلاثاء 

24 والأربعاء 25 فبراير ؛ نأمل أن يكون فتح الحجز لمدة أسبوع كافية لتمكين جميع العائلات من الاشتراك في 

الاجتماعات العائلية والحضور عبر زوم.
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ISA testing:
Thank you to children, staff and families in years 4,6 and 8 for their support with facilitating the 
ISA testing this week. These have all been completed and we will share the marks when they are 
sent to us in late April.

Short story competition:
Please see a video from me telling you all about an exciting opportunity for our entire 
community to have their creative ideas commissioned by Netflix for a short film about the UAE!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vVzja7pqu88bwZ6clS7c0xwGhX8V-tf/view

•	 Story/ script/ long or short- about ‘Hope, love or dreams’
•	 Set in the UAE
•	 You are the main character (child, staff, families)
•	 Please write in English
•	 Send to uaestories@ahbs.ae
•	 Deadline Sunday 21st February

I know we have some published authors in our staff and parental community so over the half 
term break why not challenge your creativity?! We can’t wait to receive entries from children, 
staff and families!

Return to school:
We are ready with our medium term plans, topic overviews, and health and safety provision, 
ready to open on 21st February; we are very much looking forward to seeing families and 
children back at Aspen then.

Have a lovely mid-term break and stay safe!

Mrs Emma Shanahan 
Principal, Aspen Heights British School

شكراً للأطفال والموظفين والأسر في السنوات 4 و 6 و 8 على دعمهم في تسهيل اختبار ISA هذا الأسبوع. تم الانتهاء من كل هذه العلامات وسنشاركها 

عند إرسالها إلينا في أواخر أبريل

يرجى مشاهدة مقطع فيديو مني أخبركم بكل شيء عن فرصة مثيرة لمجتمعنا بأكمله للحصول على أفكارهم الإبداعية بتكليف من Netflix للحصول 

على فيلم قصير عن الإمارات العربية المتحدة!

قصة أونص قصير أو طويل عن الأمل، الحب أو الحلم	 

الموقع هو دولة الإمارات	 

أنت الشخصية الرئيسية - طالب، موظف أو عائلة	 

يرجى الكتابة بالانجليزية	 

يرجى الإرسال إلى	 

آخر يوم للتسليم هو الأحد 21 فبراير	 

أعلم أن لدينا بعض المؤلفين الناشرين في فريق العمل لدينا ومجتمع العائلات، لذا خلال فترة التوقف لنصف المدة ، لماذا لا تتحدى إبداعك؟ لا يسعنا 

الانتظار لتلقي المشاركات من الأطفال والموظفين والعائلات!

نحن جاهزون بخططنا لتعليمنا خلال منتصف الدراسي الثاني ، وخطط توفير الصحة والسلامة ، وجاهزين للافتتاح في 21 فبراير نحن نتطلع بشدة لرؤية 

العائلات والأطفال مرة أخرى في أسبن حينها.

نتمنى لك استراحة جميلة في إجازة منتصف الفصل وكن آمنًا!
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Primary Update 
I cannot believe that we are halfway through this academic year! 
I have seen some amazing learning happening again this week and have 
been able to give out many gold cards. I was particularly impressed with 
Year 3’s performance poetry. I loved their expression, enthusiasm and 
clarity in their performance, well done! 

Another huge well done to our Year 4 and Year 6 children who completed 
their ISA assessments this week. They carried out assessments in writing, 
reading, maths and science and all tried extremely hard. The results are due some time in 
April. 

The best attendance this week goes to Foxes and Hawksbill for achieving 100%! 
Well done to our whole community for persevering and working together to make this half 
term of distance learning a successful one. I hope that you all enjoy the well deserved break 
and we look forward to seeing you in school on 21st February. 

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary



Page 4

EYFS Update 
Dear Families,

At the start of the year, we didn’t imagine that this half term would be spent 
Distance Learning but it has been a half term full of fun, engaging learning 
thanks to the dedicated Foundation Stage staff, supportive families and 
enthusiastic children. 

Thank you to all of the Nursery families who have been so understanding and supportive 
of the changes between Distance Learning and onsite learning. Whilst we were only onsite 
for a short time, it was lovely to see you arriving at Nursery with smiles on your faces and 
having fun in class with your friends and teachers. To celebrate the end of this term, all of 
the Nursery classes joined together for an online dance party, which was great fun, and 
something we would like to do again in the future.

In FS2, the children rounded up their topic on ‘Monsters’ by creating their own ‘Not Now, 
Bernard’ stories. Talk for Writing has really helped the children to remember the story 
structure and language and it was great to see the children using their phonic knowledge to 
write their own versions. This week the children also made their own monster ball game and 
used their maths skills to keep score. Thank you to all the families that have been supporting 
with reading at home. A big well done to all of the children who have read at home, at least 3 
times, every week. It is great to see the progress you are making with your reading skills. The 
new reading reward challenge will start next term.

I would like to wish you all a restful and safe break. I am looking forward to seeing you on 
21st February.

Mrs Rose Akachi
Head of Foundation Stage
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Secondary Update

Thank you to all of our families who took the opportunity to connect with 
our secondary teachers this week during family conferencing.  Family 
conferencing is a great opportunity for parents, children and teachers to 
discuss the individual progress of every child and the next steps in learning.  
On this occasion we increased the appointment time by 50% in order to allow 
each family the time to thoroughly discuss their child’s learning, we hope that 
this was a positive step forward, if you have any feedback regarding this please do email me 
headofsecondary@ahbs.ae

This week saw a momentous day for the UAE, yesterday was 
very important and will go down in history with the ‘Arabs 
to Mars’ mission. The UAE reached a significant milestone 
in astronomy as the Probe ‘Amal’ landed yesterday (9th 
February) on Mars.  

We regularly celebrate science at Aspen Heights and this 
month we have Science week beginning on Sunday 28th 
February and also we have the opportunity for some children 
to join the ISP Scientist programme.  This is a very prestigious 
programme focusing around the theme of ‘Plastic Pollution’. 
This programme will involve turning plastic into useful objects 
through app based technology, bespoke to the programme, 
workshops which you can attend and 
an opportunity to meet a scientist through a live webinar. An 
amazing opportunity! Watch out for an email from Ms Nisha 
for more information.

We very much look forward to seeing the return of our secondary students on Sunday 21st 
February for the start of our face to face learning programme.  Year 8 and 9 will return for face 
to face learning on Sunday 21st February and Year 7 will return on Monday 22nd February.  
Each year group will have a dedicated induction on the day they return to school to support 
them.  
Year 9 on Sunday 21st February during session 2
Year 8 on Sunday 21st February during session 2
Year 7 on Monday 22nd February during session 1 

In order to prepare for our re-opening please note that all students 12 years old and above 
need to have a negative COVID test within 96 hours of returning to school.  The schedule 
indicates that students of Aspen Heights British School should be tested on Wednesday 17th 
February (12pm - 5pm) at Biogenix G42 Healthcare Company - Unit 2-6 - Masdar City. Please 
refer to my official communication yesterday for more details.

Wishing all of our children and families a very happy and safe half term and look forward to 
seeing you all from 7:30am on Sunday 21st February.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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FS

Nursery children enjoying in the classroom. Ghaith practising writing some 
tricky words.

Hamna in Sparrows is 
subtracting monster teeth.

Amazing creations with 
straws in Mice class.

Emilia  from Mice was 
investigating all the insects.

Fahad, Emilia and Maha from 
Mice class were playing an 
interactive coding computer 
game. 

Maha exploring making spider 
webs. 

Children enjoying playing in 
the classroom.



Mice class enjoying their circle time learning  a 
new spider song. 

Sparrows Gaith creates his own Not Now 
Ali booklet.

Emilia enjoying doing 
activities in the classroom. 

Fahad from Mice class was 
amazed my the insects he 
found at school. 

Children exploring different 
things in the classroom.

Mohammed in Sparrows is 
telling us about the monster he 
drew.

Sparrows Maryam, and Yr1 
Salama are seeing who is the 
winner in the Monster Tunnel 
game.

Noura in Sparrows is doing 
a great job learning her 
sounds.



FS

Samuella in Sparrows made a super Monster Tunnel 
game. Emilia and Maria in Mice class were 

investigating with magnets. 

Casper the fox retelling the 
Gruffalo story.

Younes made his own 
version of Not Now Bernard 
and called it Not Now 
Tommy. He made his story 
into a booklet and retold 
his story in the video.

Mohamed in Sparrows drew 
his own Not Now Bernard 
booklet.

Jada in Sparrows is holding 20 
in her head, and subtracting 3 
on her fingers.

Butterflies class dressed up 
for Flag Day.

Butterflies class dressed up 
for Flag Day. 



Younes used the jumping frogs to count the jumps 
on the numberline.

Mohammed and Hamna using our new 
scales.

Osha from Mice class made a 
duck. 

Emilia making a spider web 
in class. 

Jassim in Sparrows drew 
his own Not Now Bernard 
booklet.

Noora in Sparrows and Rashed in Pipits are 
telling us about the monster with feelings.

Emilia from Mice class was creating pets 
from plaudough.
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Year 1Lower Primary

Zayed in Y3O is so proud of 
the 3D shapes he has made.

Abdulrahman’s Meerkat at sunset.

Mohamed’s basket that he made for his 
cookies. Abdellah’s basket that he made for his cookies.

Mateo Y3O made a fantastic poster 
to show what he has learned in 
Science this term.Aleks in 2G made a map of the school for geography.

Mahra in 3F created a Picasso 
inspired piece of art.

Thani’s basket that he made 
for his cookies.
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Noura in 2G is working hard 
learning fractions.

Rory in 3F used Picasso’s work as 
inspiration for his own art.

Ahmed in Y1S is using 
his homemade scales to 
compare the weights of 
different things at home.

Judy in 3F created different 3d shapes. Noura’s adjectives about Sunny.

Maia’s wrote a super conclusion for science in 2G. 

Majed in Year 3F created a lego 
robot for his maths task.

Ghanim in 3F created a 
cube for his maths task.

Aleks in 2G made a 
beautiful sunset with a 
silhoutte of a meerkat.
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Year 1Lower Primary

Layan in 2G with her sunset silhoutte picture.

Good’s writing of phonics 
words and sentences in 2G.

Salama’s beautiful sunset picture!

Abdulrahman working hard 
on Fractions in 2G.

Harib in Year 3F made a poster to show what he has 
learned in science. 

Haniff talks about the 
pentagonal prism he is had 
made in Y3O.

Maktoom has drawn a beautiful 
meerkat and written sentences 
using conjunctions!
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Year 1Upper Primary

Mariam in Year 5 Parrotfish found equivalent 
fractions and percentages.

Afra in Year 5 Parrotfish using the column 
method to multiply.

Year 1Upper Primary

Isma and Nora in Y4 getting creative making the water cycle!

Andre from Y5 Hawksbills adding fractions 
with unlike denominators. 

Carla in Year 5 Parrotfish presented her 
science investigation findings in a graph.

Natan from Y5 Hawksbills graffiti digital art 
inspired by Jason Naylor.

Lucas in Y6S learning about the artist Wassily 
Kandinsky.

Layan in Y4H created a water cycle diagram.
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Upper Primary

Y6S and Y6D relaxing with some Mindfulness after a hard week 
of assessments.

Bashayer attempting the PE Paper Challenge! 

Maha in Y4H created an arty 
marvellous medicine.

Malika in Y4H created 
marvellous medicine!

Eyad in Year 5 Parrotfish showed what he has learned about 
materials.
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Art and D&T:
Year 7
This week in Y7 D&T we have been working 
on our presentation skills and finalizing our 
careers research into jobs within the arts again, 
emphasising the importance of “Future Ready 
Skills”.

Year 8
As we worked through our Olympic Logo Unit 
students focused on communicating their 
thoughts visually and mind mapping ideas 
based around the theme Tokyo 2020; a revised 
logo.

Year 9
The theme of  “transformation” continues 
to inspire us as students work through their 
discarded object project to develop and 
transform them into something new coupled 
with artist research as a guide through this 
process. 

Secondary
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Secondary
English:
Year 7 
We began the week by completing our spelling and terminology quizzes. We revised 
conjunctions and some confusing words in English. We also collaborated in group drama 
tasks. We enjoyed working together.

Spelling quiz

Year 7 Aryam
Yara & Zaina = 100%
Janel & Rahaf = 95%
Aakanksha & Ema = 90%

Class average: 77%

In our final week of this half-term our Year 8s have been exploring:  Do arguments have a 
structure?  How do newspapers draw people’s attention to problems facing the world?
We have been exploring how argumentative texts are structured both at a paragraph and 
whole text level.  Quite a few of the pupils enjoyed ‘sitting on the fence’ whilst their peers 
argued ‘for’ and ‘against’ homework.  As a class we discussed ‘pros’ and ‘cons’.  All good 
arguments recognise both sides do have good points and we can recognise these, but 
our side of the argument has stronger key points, better supporting evidence and clear 
explanations which support our argument better. 
Year 9 we have had an introduction to our iGCSE Literature Assessment Outcomes and linked 
these to our work:  character inferences and the creation of atmosphere through description.  
Pupils received feedback on their formal presentations and research on authors and poets 
who feature in our iGCSE anthology.  Many pupils made a very good effort.  Well done!

Year 8 Mariah
Haroun and Ahmed 93%
Udayan and Taim 87% 
Harry, Mousa and Mohamed T 80%
(Class average   72%)

Year 9 Futaisi
Easa 93%
Leon 76%
Joshua 69%
(Class average  64%)

Quizzez:  Parents can receive your Year 8 and Year 9 spell results if you accept the Quizizz 
invitation.
 
Year 8 Holiday Homework:  
Week 1- 21st February - Spelling Test 12
Review:T1.2 Wk5L3 Y8 Mastering Direct Speech
Review:  Year 7 novel study important notes
 
Year 9 Holiday Homework:  
Literature Notes Quiz -21st February 

Year 7 Delma
Aiman = 100%
Mohammed W. & Sultan Alqemzi = 95%
Amer & Mohamed Al Ameri = 85%

Class average: 59%

Year 8 Saadiyat
Khloe 100%
Zainab 93%
Larissa 87%
(Class average   75%)

Year 9 Yas
Keria 71%
Lamar, Sheikha, Ghaya 64%
Madia 57%
(Class average  46%)   
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Secondary Secondary
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French:
Year 7 French
Our focus this week has been on researching famous French people. Cultural awareness is 
an important part of the French curriculum and it has been interesting to find out about som 
inspirational French figures.

Year 8 French
This week, we have been busy finding out about famous French attractions. While many of us 
were aware of some popular tourist attractions in France, it was fun to learn about the history 
of these places.

Year 9 French
Our focus over the past few weeks has been on pastimes. What a nice way to end the term 
by researching the most popular sports in France! Sport plays an important part in French 
culture. We noted similarities and differences between popular sports in France and in our 
own countries.
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SecondaryHumanities:
Year 7 
Students discussed the life and society in 
Anglo Saxon England pre-1066. They were 
able to identify the true identity of the 
Anglo Saxon Community in England. They 
explained the roles of the royalty, major 
and minor nobility, freemen and serfs.  They 
were then able to outline the main features 
of the urban society. They watch a video 
explaining the structure of Anglo Saxon 
Society.

Year 8
Students discussed British Society - 
Everyday life in the Industrial Era- Part 2. 
They explained the middle and working class 
life in the Industrial Era. They then outlined 
the role of women in the middle class as well 
as the living and working conditions of the 
working class.

Year 9
Students discussed the UK - Life in the 20th 
century- Part 2 and explained the major 
changes brought about by many events in 
the 20th Century. They then analysed how 
changes driven by laws strongly affected 
people’s private lives.
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SecondaryMathematics:
In Mathematics Year 7 learnt how to convert 
between metric and imperial units. We also 
solved problems that involved area and 
perimeter of 2D shapes.

Year 8 had their test on Algebra and we have 
reflected and  discussed correct answers in 
class. Students got their individual feedback 
via email. 

Year 9 started learning about similar 
triangles and we have solved problems that 
include similarity  as a mathematical term.

I would like to congratulate Khloe and Yara 
their amazing work on MyiMaths. 
They are the only students 
that have all tasks completed 
and marked as 100%. 
I would like students to work 
on MyiMaths during the half 
term and to aim to submit all 
missing tasks and to improve on their 
current results. 
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Science:
Year 7
This week, we look at neutralization reactions and how we use them is our daily lives. We 
learnt some household examples of acids and alkali. Students are expected to study for their 
end of topic test during the half term holidays. 

Year 8
Students learnt all about the physical trends and chemical trends of elements from the 
periodic table. We focused on the characteristics of Group 1 and Group 7 elements in 
particular. Students are expected to study for their end of topic test during the half term 
holidays. 

Year 9
We completed the Electromagnetism topic this week and also the assessments. It was 
a challenging topic but students learnt the various uses of electromagnetism, how to 
strengthen the electromagnetic field and the advantages they have in hybrid cars. After the 
half term, we will be making a start on the foundation of GCSE subjects as students have the 
opportunity to recap some topics and look at fundamental techniques of some practical work. 

Secondary
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Secondary
Another busy week of PE across the school here in Aspen 
Heights. A massive thank you to our amazing students who 
have shown a fantastic level of interaction in our lessons across primary and secondary. 
Everyone knows where they need to be and when, so the lessons have been very productive 
and the attendances have been extremely high. Secondary students are getting access to 
more individualised lessons to suit their needs and the Workouts of the Day have been as 
fun as they have been tiring! We are evolving constantly to ensure we can keep our students 
active, motivated and moving over our virtual platforms. 

The weekly PE challenge for our primary students goes live every Monday and the responses 
have been wonderful to see. We ask the students to provide us with a picture or video of 
their attempts. Some class groups are having upwards of 75% response rate, making the PE 
teachers very busy giving feedback on your efforts! Thank you to all.

We are also very excited to have discussed the school House system this week with our 
wonderful student council and have some very exciting things planned. We will work closely 
with our student council to introduce lots of new fun and exciting house activities and 
competition both in PE and sport and in our wider school community. Watch this space!

Stay safe, stay active and stay healthy!

The PE team.

PE
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مرَّ علينا النصف الأول من الفصل الدراسي  بكل خير والذي جسّد النجاح والتطّور  لطلابنا في جميع المراحل للمواد العربية 
الثلاث.

وقد كان هذا الأسبوع حافلًا بخبرات تعليمية مثيرة و مهمة في مادة التربية الوطنية إذْ قام طلاب السنة الثانية بـالتعرف على 
المهن الموجودة في دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة، وناقشوا اختياراتهم وتطلعاتهم  المهنية في المستقبل مفسرين سبب اختيارهم 

لهذه المهن وأهميتها في خدمة الوطن.  
أما طلاب السنة الثالثة فقد تعرفوا على مفهوم الطاقة وأشكالها و المقارنة بين مصادرها. 

أما بالنسبة لطلاب المرحلة الثانوية فإن طلاب السنة السابعة أظهروا تفاعلاً رائعاً في مناقشة درس بعنوان )زايد حضارة 
وإنجازات (  حيث تعرفوا على أهم الشخصيات التاريخية في دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة الباني المؤسس الشيخ زايد آل نهيان 

وجهوده على الصعيد المحلي ودعم القضايا العربية. 
قام فريق التربية الإسلامية هذا الأسبوع بتكريم كل الطلاب الذين شاركوا في مسابقة القرآن الكريم الأسبوع الماضي. و قد 

ظهرت نشوة الفخر و الاعتزاز في وجوه الأطفال حين تلقوا شهادات التكريم و الفرحة تعلو وجوههم التي تبشر بمستقبلٍ زاهرٍ 
و واعد بمزيد من التميز والتألق.

وصلنا إلى نهاية النصف الأول من الفصل الدراسي الثاني الذي كان يزخر برحلاتٍ تعليمية متنوعة و مفيدة للطلاب بقسم اللغة 
العربية. نرجو للجميع قضاء إجازة سعيدة  مملوءة بالسّعادة والسّلام والفرح مع أفراد الأسرة والأصدقاء. 

 على أمل أن نلقاكم في بداية النصف الثاني من الفصل في حلةّ جديدة مليئة بالتفاؤل والعمل الجاد.
وسيلة الكناني 

رئيسة قسم اللغة العربية و التربية الإسلامية

Arabic



Page 26



Page 27



Page 28

Music After the success of the Quran competition, our children were awarded certificates for all their 
hard work and accomplishment. We wish them more success and excellence ahead. 

فرح واعتزاز  طلاب آسبن إثر تكريمهم بشهادات مسابقة القرآن الكريم. مع تمنياتنا لهم بمزيد من التألق و الامتياز.



Page 29

Music and finger plays are an engaging and interactive way to tell stories. Exposure to music 
and singing is an important part of childhood learning and can help children share across 
communication, cultural and developmental barriers. They also enjoy using their more 
advanced gross and fine motor skills to perform different actions to music.

Music 


