Aspen

BRITISH SCHOOL

Weekly Update
Term 1.2, Wk 1 28th October 2021

Dear Families,

We have had a wonderful first week back! | hope you all enjoyed
your mid-term break and were able to get outside in the

cooler weather. | have been in and out of many classrooms

this week, looking at the learning that your children have been
taking partin. | have been so delighted to see such high levels
4, of independence, and some remarkably resilient learners who are really

! challenging themselves in different areas of learning. Our staff work very hard
to ensure each lesson has sufficient challenges for all learners, and | have
seen the impact of this during my learning walks this week.

Flag day- 3rd November
~. As every year, flag day will be celebrated at Aspen Heights with the raising
2= of the flag and singing the national anthem at 11am. Please can families
support this by sending your child to school with a UAE flag to wave during
the occasion. As we are planning our school national day celebrations on
Thursday 25th November, please send your child in school uniform for flag
day, as we will ask all to wear traditional dress/colours of the UAE flag on
Thursday 25th. Thank you for your support.
Due to covid restrictions, classes will join the courtyard flag raising on zoom,
with our school council representatives joining to observe the recitation of
 the oath, followed by the flag raising. Families who have a negative PCR test of
less than 96 hours may join at 11am in the courtyard to observe the occasion
if you wish.
nedgi 3 - o=l o9y
11 deludl wie bgll wniidl slisg alall 28y 2o puttle sl § phall powm JUoY o2  ple US & JJl 50 LS
Wolog gyl 31 Lo dunyabl 3] Uall Jluy] Y (oo Sl 130 03 590Y1 eldl eaz (30 23 Lo
el pgy @Blgll bl podl CVlaRmY dakass LT L daulibl SN @ ol Busall du sl Oyl ele
15 25 Jusaidl pgy Busib) duy sl SlleY) ele Olgll / gl g3 el geazdl (3o albiias ¢ padgs 25
oSws )
ol glios g < £993 Gadal & - o) @y Cum doludl ] Jgadll pdiiw « dog bl Soudill [ilaig
delu 96 (30 BT uduw PCR a5 oo ) (Ul y3aYl eldol oSCg . olall 28y laals « o) 8935 B Linh ity o
d @ ds MJJ CS 13] Susdl duslid, dolud) @ Bleo 11 delud) wis fl-o.él}’l

NPS Survey

Our termly NPS survey is currently live; please can you complete the survey
y if you haven’t already by clicking the link here. Many thanks for your support
with this.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FFPM6MM

Staff Twilight training

One of the reasons our Aspen staff are so highly skilled is due to the emphasis we place on CPD-
staff training. Every week staff undertake professional training that directly impacts on their
classroom practice- we are always trying to improve and get better. Once a term we have an
extended training until 6pm; having an extended time with colleagues really enables us to cover
a lot of material, and gives important time for discussion and collaboration. Thank you to all the
staff who contributed to delivering training, and to our teachers and teaching assistants who
engaged so well with this.

Family workshop

Thank you to the 30+ families who attended the Arabic family workshop on reading this week.
All family workshops are recorded and are available to view from the parent portal. Next

week we have a family workshop on phonics that | encourage all families to attend. We have
implemented a new phonics programme this term; it would be helpful to families to learn more
about our practice in school and how you can support at home. Please see the zoom link here:
Monday 1st November- 3pm

https://zoom.us/j/97469647968?pwd=RWRRZ1pUZ1d6RIdCOFk4K090QNIZZZz09

Meeting ID: 974 6964 7968
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Meeting ID: 974 6964 7968
Governors Meeting

Yesterday we held our first Governors meeting of the academic year, and welcomed a new
governor to the group- Ailsa Bernard. We shared our progress against our school improvement
priorities already this academic year, and each area of the school gave an overview of the
baseline attainment of pupils and action planning. It was a useful and thorough overview, and
reassured us that we have already achieved much progress towards our SIP objectives. As a
reminder to families, the areas we are developing this year are below:

PS1- To continue to raise achievement (attainment and progress) in core subjects- English-
Maths- Science- Non-Native Arabic.

PS2- To further develop opportunities for our students to engage in the wider community and
see themselves as global citizens.

PS3- To further raise the quality of teaching to that of the best in our school.

PS4- To further evolve cross-curricular links to ensure breadth and depth of the curriculum,
enabling students to transfer learning between different subjects.

PS5- To further develop support for student wellbeing.

PSé6- To further develop governance and accountability.
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Open evening

As we are now more able to have families in school with the relevant 96 hour PCR test validity
we are holding open evenings for families monthly on both zoom and face-to-face. The first of
these was yesterday, and we had families attending on both zoom and in school.

Topic overviews

In order to enable you to support your children’s learning at home, and know what they are
learning in school, you will receive the topic overview for this second half term today. We hope
this is helpful and enables you to know what themes your children are learning over the half
term.

Bring a man to (virtual) school day

This annual event in our school calendar is always popular and well- supported! This year the
events will take place via zoom on Thursday 4th November; we hope many of you will be able to
participate in some way.

Please see details on the link attached:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ufoUQm7PRgyTUxFdIndORI2slia7l-noi11g5wf-ZM8/
edit?usp=sharing

We hope that male family members will be able to attend virtually to share their school
experiences.

Have a wonderful weekend with your family,

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal, Aspen Heights British School
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Well-being at Aspen Heights

Hope everyone had a wonderful mid-week break! This week as part of our
Social Emotional Learning Year 5 and Year 6 classes learnt all about the
Conflict Escalator!

Kids will always have some sort of conflict, whether big or small. The conflict
between kids can be anything, whether they’re fighting over a toy or pushing another
student at recess.

The concept of conflicts having an escalator

i ) helps children understand that people

GONFLIOT EscALATOR involved in a conflict are not powerless, both
Are your choices ESCALATING the conflict and making it all partiescan make choices. Their choices can

worse, or DE-ESCALATING the conflict and making it better? either ‘escalate’ (make worse) or ‘de-escalate’

(make better) the situation that they are facing.
? We talked about the different types of choices

they can make to ‘de-escalate’ and resolve
their conflicts in a peaceful manner and also
take responsibility for their role in conflict

| students need to learn — beneficial to them
N
e <4 life.

Conflict resolution is an important skill that
.1 within the classroom as well as in everyday

¢ Ignore We talked about the importance of giving yourself a few
seconds to calm yourself by counting to ten and thinking
e Talk it Out through what choices you might make.

The following options were presented and usually work

Share and Take Turns really well in school settings.

Modelling and role playing are the best ways to teach

children how to resolve conflict. Please take the time to go
Walk AWG)' through these with your children and discuss any scenarios
where you think these have been an appropriate strategy
for them to utilise in their daily lives.

Wait and Cool Off

Here are some scenarios you may wish to use as examples.

Go To Another Game

Someone keeps whispering Someone keeps You told your friend

1o you in the hall, when the : .
. TE" Them 10 STOP teacher is talking, and h‘kag your. stuff a big secret and
other times you're without asking you then they told some
supposed fo be quiet. first. other kids.
« Apologize | Whatt can youdo?l| )| What can youdo?ll W vhert com you do?l

Together we can teach our children to be more resilient, effectively resolve conflict and also
take personal responsibility for their own actions. Have a lovely weekend!

Redah Khan
School Counsellor
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Primary Update

It has been an amazing first week back after the holidays! This week |
have loved watching lots of lessons across primary as part of our ‘looking
for learning’ focus. | am very impressed with how the children’s level of
independence is developing and it was lovely to hear so many children
confidently talking about what they are doing. All the classes have been
encouraging the children to demonstrate their learning by asking the
children to be ‘mini-teachers’ and explain the tasks.

This week we were really pleased to open our new Year 1 Herons class. All the children have
thoroughly enjoyed settling in, getting to know their new classmates and loved learning
about ‘The Rainbow Fish’. | loved seeing the children’s version of the fish with all of its
sparkly scales which are on display in their classroom.

At Aspen Heights we pride ourselves on developing as professionals and this week we had
our ‘Twilight CPD’ session. During the session we shared lots of good practice in relation to
our new phonics and spelling schemes that we are rolling out. We are really excited about
developing these areas further, as the teachers have already seen a positive impact on the
children’s learning after just one half term!

We welcomed back Mrs Stevens, our Head of Primary, this week who has returned from her
maternity leave. We are all very excited to have her back and the children loved updating her
on everything that they have learned.

Have a lovely weekend all!

Miss Charlotte Clark
Assistant Head of Primary




EYFS Update

The start of a new half term and the start of a new exciting topic. In Nursery,
the children were introduced to the story ‘Hooray For Fish’ and started to
learn about their new topic ‘Under the Sea’. In phonics the children have
been adapting the song ‘Old MacDonald Had a Farm’ to ‘Old MacDonald
went to the beach’. The children thought of great actions and sounds to

add to the song. "“*i

In FS2, the children were very surprised to walk into their classrooms to find porridge oats
and footprints all over the room. There were lots of brilliant guesses about who caused

the mess such as a bear, giant and dragon. It turns out that the Gruffalo had visited each
class and caused a mess. Once the Gruffalo story had been introduced, the children enjoyed
making masks of the characters to use in the ‘Role Play’ area.

| hope you have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Rose Akachi
Head of Foundation Stage
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Secondary Update

This week | have seen some amazing learning during my lesson observations.
From Ohm’s Law calculations in Physics, to Tim Burton style drawing in

Art, analysis of their IGCSE level novel in English and skill development

in PE, specifically badminton and shot put. Overall, | was impressed by

the level of pupil independence and ownership of their learning which has
developed hugely during the first half term along with the amazing progress
demonstrated through their teachers’ skillful approaches.

On Tuesday this week we had a twilight training session, with a huge focus on personalisation
of learning even further within secondary. Teachers discussed the many variables that
influence effective learning and how this linked with McCoomb’s Domains of learner centred
practices, which in effect links learning styles with pupil-teacher rapport.

| am delighted to announce that in a few weeks time we will be taking all of our secondary
pupils to Expo 2020 Dubai! In line with UAE 50 celebrations we are incorporating parallel
thematic learning within our Humanities lessons, which we are supporting with the Expo visit
to Sustainability, World Opportunities and The UAE Pavillion.

Class Day Date

10F Monday 8th November
10Y Monday 8th November
N Wednesday 10th November
M Wednesday 10th November
8A Monday 15th November
8D Monday 15th November
78 Wednesday 17th November
7R Wednesday 17th November
7D Wednesday 17th November

Please look out for more Expo information on your email next week.

Wishing you all a safe weekend.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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Inclusion Update

Welcome back. | hope you all had an enjoyable half term holiday. This week
has been very busy in the Oasis class and for the inclusion team. The Oasis
class started their new class story “The Rainbow Fish”. This has linked,
cross-curricularly to the topic of Under the Sea. The children have really
enjoyed singing songs about under the sea, making their own rainbow fish,
engaging in number work linked to fish and learning about sea turtle life
cycles.

The Oasis children have continued to enjoy developing their gross motor skills through
outdoor play, in the sensory circuit room and during daily in class activities. This week, the
children had PE in the hall. This really supported the children with participation within the
lesson and gave them more freedom and independence.

This week was a library visit week for the Oasis children. The children’s confidence and
independence of choosing books and following the rules of the school library have really
progressed. Every child continues to enjoy the experience of spending time in the library and
engaging in books of their choice. This has also led to more interaction between the children
as they share interests in books together.

Mr Wyndham, our speech and language specialist, has really enjoyed getting to know
more of the children in the school, spending time in more of the Foundation Stage classes
supporting both students and teachers with speech and language strategies. The upper
primary and secondary inclusion team have been supporting the implementation of a new
programme: Fresh Start, to support the students develop their reading and spelling skills.

| hope you have a wonderful weekend.

Miss Katrina Morgan
Head of Inclusion
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Arabic Update

After spending a wonderful time during the half term break, our students
returned to school with lots of positive energy and enthusiasm ready for
another amazing half term.

We celebrated prophet’s Mohamed’s birth anniversary in Islamic lessons
through various activities and learning more about the prophet’s life.

In addition, our school planned and prepared the celebration of the 50th
National day of UAE. Coinciding with the approaching national celebrations
of the United Arab Emirates, care was taken to integrate the culture of the country and work
to promote the values of national identity during lessons. Secondary students learned the
concept of positive citizenship, which carries many meanings, values and behaviors, as well
as discussing their role as positive citizens.

The learning journey is still going on with Arabic language in our school, as this week focused
on activities that help develop reading and writing skills in guided reading sessions, in
addition to providing them with the necessary standards for writing various sentences and
even paragraphs.

The Arabic Department held a training workshop for parents entitled “How can | help my
child develop their reading skills?” | was very pleased to meet a large number of parents, as
the workshop dealt with an important Arabic skill which is reading.

It was a wonderful meeting characterized by the interaction of parents through an
interesting discussion, which included valuable inquiries and suggestions in order to develop
student reading skills at school and at home. Therefore, | would like to thank everyone who
attended the workshop, and we look forward to organizing other workshops in the upcoming
days related to Arabic subjects.

Mrs Ouassila Knani
Head of Arabic & Islamic
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Amazing Learning

Click the links below to see what our children have been doing this week!

EYFS
Nursery (FS1)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gGiUaEh1eRaFagehgzXu3D3asaWN1sy/
view?usp=sharing

FS2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/119ZccfBxLhZ3x2ylYOIWVWAWbXcQuWIp/
view?usp=sharing

Inclusion and Oasis

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hfh2pkBQFv10OfUj5MyW4T7tbO6elOxtE/
view?usp=sharing

Primary
Year 1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1THbDMO0X4xfoBGWI5B0Jvtg8P4X11iTVSJ/
view?usp=sharing

Year 2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HcuOPBFWBytvaWWy4ijegHyanwEZdLrbk/
view?usp=sharing

Year 3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/113VdinolHW5LSc925NUofgBmrRIK70diV/
view?usp=sharing

Year 4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/110tbARBvUyYSJrMKlygOgelvZhGZuc-Pf/
view?usp=sharing

Year 5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11AWg30NVeg2MHsKLOQcy1LGHCi88TzOh/
view?usp=sharing

Year 6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HzVZjjjhG xgsae3L6EQIzdyE1In8NIQ/

view?usp=sharing
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Secondary
Art
https://drive.google.com/file/d/115hKiyfhOx6HfABRvJJ 3gdptJD9zAGQ/
view?usp=sharing

Computer Science
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HdT5eZktSQlkldgUaeC5D-TQBcwEO3RN/
view?usp=sharing

English
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HibYkLwaD39M5XrYesevviZ47DFNNQA4d/
view?usp=sharing

French
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I1BjlIHWA5MLKkmNg4wOjYv-UA4U3n jma/
view?usp=sharing

Humanities
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11PB yjDsbCnCé6T6iamP3aktWxOGIP 5F/
view?usp=sharing

Maths
https://drive.google.com/file/d/117ej0BuOnRmM-Qz peGOsbNIAIAgdhVMS/
view?usp=sharing

Science
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11byUITCvZRfUbTNVdoC4PNtQw1LKr-Vb/
view?usp=sharing

Arabic

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HjHAtcDb1Fyy- 5aROr4R5S1TWrPBPrd/
view?usp=sharing

PE

https://drive.qoogle.com/file/d/11kSnKv3mu-SKXIlvGcY4HSF4nVWHMKu-7/
view?usp=sharing
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