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il Weekly Update
Term 1, Wk 3 17th September 2020

Dear Families,

Since writing this newsletter, we have shifted to distance
learning for 2 weeks. | came today to begin editing my
narrative, but actually, everything remains the same! | am
very proud of your amazing children, and we will continue
to offer the very best learning experiences, and keep our
community supported and engaged during this time. Your kind words of
support and encouragement give us confidence and energy to keep going
with our most important job- educating your children. Thank you

Another week of learning has passed in a flash at Aspen! | need to
commend your remarkable children; they have adapted to our new ways
of working so quickly, and are genuinely overjoyed to be back at school,
learning with their friends. Children who are continuing their learning
through our distance learning provision are enjoying some live sessions
with their classmates in school, some group sessions with their teacher
and can also access pre-recorded learning through Seesaw. As always at
Aspen we are constantly reflecting on the impact of our work on children’s
learning, and we are honing and adapting our practice to ensure this is
maximised.
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Learning walks

As you know we commenced a staggered opening time to ease congestion
in the morning. This is working really effectively to ensure a smooth and
calm start to every morning. It is an absolute pleasure to walk around the
school site, visiting entrances and seeing children and families entering
our school in a socially distanced and positive way- a great start to
everyone’s day!

One of the most interesting and enjoyable parts of my role is seeing
learning taking place in classrooms. This week our staff training has
focused on ensuring learning happens as soon as your child enters their
class; during our staggered start.




Staff have been busy creating resources and developing routines and practices so that your
child is engaged in personalised learning right from the beginning of the day. As families are
unable to enter our school building, | have created a video of some of our morning learning, and
have interviewed some children to share their thoughts- we hope you enjoy it :

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fp7IxEeax iFUudGNhU r5hDwMgKECnwC/view?usp=sharing

Attendance- sickness

You will have been sent our attendance and sickness policy on Monday. Due to our community’s
need for vigilance in regard to health, please ensure your child stays home even if they are
slightly unwell. To return to school a doctor’s certificate must be provided even for a non-covid
symptom, eg ear infection/food poisoning. If a doctor decides that a COVID test should be
carried out, a 14 day home quarantine must be applied. Thank you for your cooperation and
support. The policy is here for your information:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zXxe090epNPUQgI9AG4qiTnnOns5AYehVVV5pQcU4gjo/
edit?usp=sharing
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Family Information Meetings

Thank you to all the families who attended our Family Information Meetings for Upper Primary
(years 4,5,6), Lower Primary (years 1,2,3) and FS2 this week. We hope you found the information
useful, together with the opportunity to ask questions. For those who were unable to attend,
please see the links to the recordings below:

Lower Primary (part 1): https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZY2VRkIJDJXFbj8ajoa-5COT6éodyzzW/
view?usp=sharing

Lower Primary (part 2): https://drive.google.com/file/d/18S5sIBXJTVhF2IIMoX0T3xVOGXJ7bY
by/view?usp=sharing

Upper Primary: https://drive.google.com/file/d/174hKsRwhngN54A1hgZ-O5gGEqQvGOC7UD/
view?usp=sharing

FS2: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iPV5amfnb6QFxYjois ZQK1FzPKcNF1P/view?usp=sharing

Coming up next week:

Maonday 21st Sep 3pm Family Workshop for FS and Primary parents: Seesaw Class and
Family app with Miss Clark

Tuesday 22nd Sep 2pm Non-Mative Arabic Family Workshop- introduce our new Non-Native
learning platform and ways of working at Aspen. Miss Ouasilla, Miss
Hanan, Miss Rawa.

Wednesday 23rd Sep 3pm Secondary Family Information Meeting in preparation for pupils return
- Dr Plumb
Thursday 24th Sep 10.00am Friends of Aspen inaugural virtual coffee morning with Mrs Shanahan,

Mrs Sandy Saadeh, Miss Meg Manica
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We hope many of you will be able to attend the virtual workshops and coffee mornings we have
arranged next week- please see the family dates for the zoom links. Our Friends of Aspen Coffee
Morning will focus on forming a committee, and planning for the main events this term; Pink Day
and National day. We hope you will be able to join us.
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Once we have our full complement of Class reps we will meet to share your remit and next
steps- thank you.

Wishing you a restful and safe weekend with your family, and we look forward to your child’s
learning continuing online next week.

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal, Aspen Heights British School

Primary Update

What another fantastic week of learning at Aspen Heights.

| have seen some amazing learning during my learning walks. FS2 are
working beautifully together and are always willing to explain what they
are doing, which is great!

Across Years 4, 5, and 6, | have seen some great number work, talk for
writing, as well as various science investigations, both online and in class.
Well done everybody for your commitment and enthusiasm this week.

| was also very impressed with everyone who was showing compassion and empathy,
which was our assembly theme of the week. It is great to see you all following our 4Cs -
cooperation, courtesy, common sense and consideration.

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our family information meetings for FS2 and
primary this week. | hope you found these useful and informative. The recordings of these
will be shared with you if you were unable to attend. Look out for the family workshops that
are happening next week on our family dates.

Our attendance winners this week are:
Oasis

EYFS - Pipits

Lower Primary - Hares

Upper Primary - Parrotfish

Keep on learning everybody and have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary



Head of Secondary

What an amazing week of learning we have had this week in secondary.

| have seen some wonderful lessons, as I've visited the classrooms in

secondary. There were live science experiments, summarising skills

about Heroes and Villains in English and wonderful collaboration via Google Meet in
Arabic.

Keeping on the technological theme:

e ltis pleasing to see all children following our e safety charter and participating
respectfully in their live lessons. Keep up the excellent work children!
This week our teachers have received Education City training and we have shared
the Education City login information with secondary children. Education City is a

wonderful resource, which helps to build children’s confidence and independence.

It was great to see so many of you in our Maths family workshop today with Mrs
Trznadel. MyiMaths really does bring Maths to life! It fosters the relationship
between home and school, it is fully interactive and helps children to develop
their understanding of maths through a variety of engaging activities, games and
assessments.

Coming up next week is our Family Information Meeting for Secondary families on
Wednesday at 3pm. During this session | will outline all of the pertinent information
about secondary, share with you our face to face learning plans and answer any
questions that you may have.

Wishing you all a safe weekend.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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Juana, Maryam and Eliza drew treasure maps.
Now off to find the treasure!

Mohammed and Abdulrahman are

making porridge using oats, in the role
play area.

Xander created amazing animals
from his hand print.

Kelyan and Lyanna created beautiful
hand print animals.




Year 2 Oryx innovating their story map to f | Year 1 Foxes acting out our new story
write an exciting ending. } called ‘The Tiger who came to Tea’.

Year 1 Sandcats- Mohamed
matching quantity to the numerals.

In Year 1 maths children made their own rulers
. (0-20cm) and measured different objects.

Year 2 Leopards orange innovating Year 2G used the
their Tiddler story. ~ phonics games
: = LO recognise their
| sounds.

Y2 Camels learning how to
partition a number.
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Year 3 Flamingo enjoying practising
their T4W text ‘The Little Seed’.

Primary

Year 3 Kingfishers Orange exploring place value of 3
digit numbers.

Year 3 Flamingo enjoying learning about place
value in maths.

Year 2 Camels learnt how to order
numbers from the smallest to the
largest.

Year 2 Oryx learning how to independently engage
in their morning activities.

Year 2 Leopards green sharing their story maps.

Year 2 Gazelles drew pictures about
different materials.




Year 5 Hawksbills ordering numbers in
ascending and descending order. Leonardo ordering numbers. '

Mariam using digit cards to explore
place value in maths.




Ordering the stages of the life cycles
of animals in science.

rimary

Year 6 Seahorses sharing their views
on our class text - The Explorer

Year 6 Dolphins - Using inference skills for
character descriptions.

Meerah completing her cold write
activity.

Alia and Isma creating name labels for their
cubbies.

Year 4 Houbara green class solve a math challenge
question.

l YWridnea

Radwa matching and comparing the
similarities and differences of teeth.




This week our class worked on writing and
talking about themselves and their family.
We worked on drawing our interpretation
of ourselves. We had some fantastic family
trees.

We had a great time showing and sharing our
drawings. We worked with different textures
and materials to create our family trees and
drawings.
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Google Drawings is such a fun and
useful tool, it deserves it’s very own
lesson. It’s an often overlooked tool
within the Google Drive suite of tools.
Google Drawings is a virtual board

that allows students to create content
by drawing, pasting images, linking
videos and websites, and inserting text,
shapes, tables, and other content onto a
page in Google Drive.

Secondary

In English, our Secondary pupils have been
developing their reading and summary skills.

Activity 5:

5.1 oplion | because making a reader eager to move on makes them more involved in the story.
5.2 Extract A gave the maost introducton to the characters and faught us more about all the
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In French, our Secondary pupils are
practising having conversations in

French!
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In Science, our Secondary pupils are
discovering the human body and its

functions.
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In Art/DT, our children have produced
some fantastic artwork!
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Music notes are named after the first seven
letters of the alphabet: A, B, C, D, E, F, G.

The two clefs that are primarily used are

the treble clef and bass clef. The treble clef,
pictured below, is also known as the ‘G-clef’.
Pupils learn to read and draw these notes on
the treble clef.




What a fantastic week we have had in PE this week.
We have had so many videos and photos from so

many of you showing us how amazing you all are at following the PE lessons and making sure
you stay active at home.

We had almost double the number of secondary boys and girls join their live PE lesson
and would love to see if we can get all of our secondary cohort online and active in our live
sessions every Tuesday at 1:30pm.

Remember PE for Nursery, FS2 and Primary will be uploaded to Seesaw every Monday so
watch out for it every week and keep sending us your amazing learning.

We were also delighted to deliver our first Sensory Circuits lesson to our Oasis students.
Sensory circuits are sessions designed to improve fine and gross motor skills and also
help to improve student focus, concentration and brain processing efficiency. Even with the
challenges of delivering the session with social distancing in place, it was a huge success and
our children had lots of fun.




This week our non-native children are enjoyed their Arabic sessions via Zoom meetings.
They were very engaged and motivated to present themselves, learning greetings, reading
Arabic letters and words and doing various activities during the lessons
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Music is one of life’s greatest pleasures. Singing improves the mood of children and it is very
effective as a stress reliever and improves sleep. Children are generally ready for this type
of instruction between ages 4 and 9. The human voice continues to mature throughout life,

however, students of any age can benefit from singing lessons.
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