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Contents Dear families,

Distance Learning Evaluation

Early in June inspectors from ADEK and the UK
undertook an evaluation of our distance learning
provision, evaluating 13 areas and grading them
against 3 criteria- not developed, partially developed
and developed. We are delighted to share that the team evaluated
Aspen Heights the highest rating- developed- in every single area.
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A. Student’s distance learning B. Teaching and Monitoring C. Leading and Managing
and wellbeing Student Learning student learning

They noted positive features as:
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1. Good student behaviour and high levels of attendance.
Az k) jgasd) Obgtuey dusd) Il ol .1

2. Effective communication with parents, the staff and students to
maintain the school community.
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3. Delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum, ensuring academic
progress and well being for all.
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They advised that we continue to work on student’s opportunities to collaborate during
lessons, which we are continuing to develop and extend with the use of nearpod.
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I am very proud of the way our community of children, staff and families has embraced
this challenge. We had great foundations of collaboration, innovation and trust that
has enabled us to adapt and grow during this period. Your support has been essential-
thank you all.
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Reporting

Teachers are completing your child’s end of year report currently; these will be uploaded
to the engage parent portal on Tuesday 30th June. Please ensure all invoices have been
settled with finance by this date to ensure there are no delays to you receiving your
child’s school report.

Re-opening plans- new academic year

We still await a decision from ADEK on opening plans for September - please note we
will only pass on official news. We continue to make plans for different scenarios and
rest assured as always that our core values of community, progress and engaging
learning together with safety are at the heart of these plans. As always, we value your
feedback, and we would like to ascertain the feeling of our families regarding our
children returning to Aspen. We appreciate this is far away in the world we are currently
living in but would appreciate it if you could please take a couple of minutes to fill in a
short survey about your thoughts on returning to school. The survey is available in both
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English - https://bit.ly/3dKObsé
Arabic - https://bit.ly/2A5C8r3

Year 6/7 Transition day

During this term of distance learning we have tried to keep your children’s school
experience as similar as possible. We are delighted that the Year 6 and secondary teams
have worked together to organise a ‘transition’ day for our Year 6’s who will be joining
Year 7- our secondary school- in September. Dr Plumb has already been joining the Year
6 circle times last week to share some expectations and meet the children. | am sure
they will enjoy this experience as a taste of what to expect in September!

End of Term

As always, things get busier in our school as we accelerate towards the end of term!
Please keep looking at the family dates that are updated weekly on a Sunday. Here is a
summary of the key dates coming up in our final two weeks:
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Week 14 Y3 & Y4 Food preparation & HIIT Session 11:00 am
Sunday 21st Join Zoom Meeting
June https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84229492077?pwd=RUdtYzBiVUQ3WEZgSk5zWjN
VVjdSuUTO09
Meeting ID: 842 2949 2077
Password: 7vSYdr
Monday 22nd Y5 & Y6 Food preparation & HIIT Session 11 am
June Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81264543169?pwd=c1RIZU9VQWpMJFE1blVvVIY3
NVBoQTO09
Meeting ID: 812 6454 3169
Password: 1AWJKv
Tuesday 23rd Year 6 to Year 7 transition day
June Y1 &Y2 Food preparation & HIIT Session 11:00 am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88437779292?pwd=QIZDMEtPN2ZgZkJrdDZvWnd
wMXdRQTO09
Meeting ID: 884 3777 9292
Password: 2wDMXw
Thursday 25th Aspen’s Got Talent! - The Final!
June
Week 15 Y3 & Y4 Virtual Sports Day 11:am Zoom link to follow
Sunday 28th
June
Monday 29th Teacher presentations for new class sent alongside letter and Zoom meeting
June link
Y5 & Y6 Virtual Sports Day 11:am Zoom link to follow
Tuesday 30th Reports sent home via the portal
June Meet your new teacher - zoom
Y1 & Y2 Virtual Sports Day 11:am Zoom link to follow
Wednesday 1st | Staff available to discuss reports- please email and arrange a time
July 100% attendance celebration via Zoom 1pm
Thursday 2nd Amazing Aspen video
July
Year 6 transition assembly Year 6 transition quiz - Zoom
Last day for children

Have a lovely weekend with your families,

Mrs Emma Shanahan
Principal
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Primary Update

I cannot believe we have completed week 13 of distance learning! Did you
know that my favourite number is 13, what is your favourite number?

Well done to everyone who is still attending their live sessions and

submitting all of their learning. It is really important that you keep on

learning over the last two weeks as soon you will have a long holiday! The .
teachers are working really hard writing your reports and reviewing and /
moderating your learning.

I have really enjoyed seeing your talent videos - what amazing talent we have at Aspen
Heights! | am really looking forward to the final of Aspen’s Got Talent.

Have a lovely weekend and | look forward to seeing lots of you attending your sessions next
week.

Mrs Laura Stevens
Head of Primary




Head of Secondary

As we approach the end of the school year, it is important to take

stock and reflect on all of our wonderful achievements over the past
academic year. It is also a good opportunity to begin thinking about our
goals for the year ahead. Through our well-being sessions next week
our Year 7 and 8 students will have time to reflect and begin to set
targets for the next academic year.

Year 6 are closing an important chapter of their school career in two weeks time and

| am very excited that we will be helping them to start the next chapter with our Year
6 into Year 7 transition day next Tuesday. During the transition day our Year 6’s will
follow a timetable of activities with the other students in their form (as shown below),
and typically try out lessons such as science, art, humanities, maths or English. These
lessons have more specialist teachers, so they give children a different experience
fromdwhat they’re used to in primary. | look forward to seeing all of our Year 6’s on
Tuesday.

Transition Day Schedule (3

Tlﬂhrml.l'! 2020 Aspen Heightg
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‘What to plan for:

Time Boys

i
AR Welcome from Student Council - via zoam

Miss Yates and Miss | Introductory Circle Dr. Plumnb, Miss BC
Ralgh e via zoam and Miss Wels

Dr. Plumnb, Miss BC | Jain Google Mu:s Yatas and Miss
and Miss Wels Classrooms via zoom

Brs. Trenadel

I
AR Reflection on the day - zoom circle time
Dr. Plurnb, Miss BC, Miss Ralph and Miss Wells

Then on Thursday we have our Apsen’s Got Talent final. | am glad to see that we have
some great entries from our secondary children. This will be such a lovely event for
our children to participate in.

Finally, whilst the children are very busy in the last few weeks of term, so are the
teachers. They are currently writing the end of year reports, therefore it is important
for the children to continue to attend all of their lessons and submit as much learning
as possible until the 2nd July.

| hope you all have a lovely weekend and as always please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions about secondary.

Dr. Kate Plumb
Head of Secondary
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We have had a busy and exciting

week in Foundation Stage. As well as
some great learning we have been
submitting video entries for the Aspen
Talent Show!

In Nursery, the children have been
making their own delicious treats,
just like the Panda had in the story.
They have been recording videos of
themselves explaining their favourite
part of school. They even had great
fun milking their own kind of cow!

In FS2, the children have been
creating story maps of the story
‘Tyrannosaurus Drip’. They have learnt
about herbivores and carnivores and
which dinosaurs were which. They
made dinosaurs collages and used

the chatterpix app to record different
dinosaur voices.

We hope you have a lovely weekend.



Year 1

What a busy week we have had in Year 1!
This week has been filled with lots of live
sessions for the children to participate
in. It has been lovely for the teachers to
see the children’s continued dedication
to their learning and we are really
impressed with the progress they are
making.

In English this week, the children have
been having a go at writing their own
version of ‘We’re Going on a Camel Hunt.’
They have also been getting creative and
making their own animals, using a range
of materials.

In mathematics, Year 1 has been learning
how to tell the time. They have had a go
at making their own clock and have been
working hard on recognising o’clock and
half past. Then, they have been using
their learning to answer some word
problems.

Thank you to everyone who has entered
Aspen’s Got Talent; you really are a
talented year group and we can’t wait for
the next round.

Well done everyone, another great week.
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Year 2

it We have had a fantastic week this

7 R e week and have been amazed by the
T . N level engagement from the children
L Ccens | ol o A during their live sessions and on
== 4 - [ Seesaw. This week they had a fun
| and exciting lesson where they were
| recording data on a tally chart and
then used their results to plot their
— own bar chart. We were very pleased
to see the children’s independence

grow and use a ruler to draw their
graph and bars.

L==e | (S

The Year 2 children have blown us
away with their amazing, exciting
story endings this week where

they have applied everything they
have learnt throughout the year

and written engaging endings.

They showed off their joined up
handwriting, interesting adjectives
and a use of punctuation. Have a look
at some of them here!
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Year 3 have had another very enjoyable
week writing letters to people in our
school. The children have been able

to choose different people or groups
they wanted to write to and did so very
well. We really enjoyed our live writing
lesson on gathering ideas for one of
our letters.

In mathematics, we have been
focusing on collecting and presenting
data in different ways. We even got to
collect data from each other during our
maths live. Lots of the children have
been submitting videos for Aspen’s
Got Talent and we are all looking
forward to that competition next week!
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Year 4

It’s been another fantastic week in Year
4 with lots of learning taking place.

We tied off the end of our Roman topic
by creating roman numerals using a
range of materials. Then, a tiny alien
attempted to disrupt Sunday’s English
lesson. Since then we have enjoyed
learning about him in our new model
text. We’ve explored adjectives and
some of us have created our own

alien characters which was great fun.
In English, we have also explored
headlines and quotes found in
newspaper articles.

Miss Mahony’s maths group were
superstars and quickly picked up how
to convert fractions such as tenths
and hundredths into decimals and we
are getting much better at persevering
with the problems she sets us to think
outside the box. Miss Radford’s group
have been working hard to learn how
to find fractions of amounts using
objects. We were able to apply our
knowledge of what a fraction is to help
solve these questions.

Houbaras have been in contact with
their global citizen partners in Mexico
and thoroughly enjoyed exchanging
videos with the students to learn about
Mexico and share information about
the UAE. They also produced some
fantastic art work.

Upload o photo of your alien drawing and writing:




This week in English, we explored the
character in our transmission text
and used our inference skills to find
out extra information. We interviewed
other people and were interviewed as
the character we came up with some
great answers to questions!

In mathematics this week, we have
explored angles and found missing
angles in shapes. We really enjoyed our
live lesson where we worked together
to work out how to be successful to
solve problems involving angles.

In science this week, we have explored
shadows and we have used our maths
knowledge to see how we can create
art through angles!

Mastery Challenge

How can | wark out argle 17

Audio record or show your working au

180 + 90 + 45 = 315°
360 - 315 = 45°

so angle x is 45%

Find as many synonyms for this word
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~.instead of sleeping, she tried her hardest shouting for help for hours or writing
‘S0S’ on the sand but no one came so she slept. The next day, she walked in the
sand with peter and they both continued their journey.

“Mary?" asked Peter.
“Is anyone going to come and save us?”
“ldon’tthink so Peter...” Mary sighed.
“Maybe no one is going to save us at all!”

Peter and Mary hiked for hours, starving and got nowhere to go to until...they
found an empty caravan te stay for the night, no one was initand it was
abandoned so they stayed in. They saw a sign that said ‘NO TRESSPASSING’,
they thought that sign was old so they ignored it and went to find food, they
saw bread and water bottles so they grab one each, ate and drank and soon
went back to sleep. They slept for hours until they heard footsteps! It was
coming into the living room so they went their and they saw...a group of adults

sitting on the sofa and watching TV.

possibilitie
® The first troe has boen completsd for you

Who is your favourite character and
why?

1 My favourite
character is
Peter.

2/ 1 think Peter feeding was scared
all the time and patient | can see
that from what happening in the

story.

survive.

3/ The personal journey and they have
so hard , it was a matter of life and

Wha is your faveurite character emd
whi?

* Think about the character’s
faalings ond how we know tham
frem what they sy or do

* What perssnal journay have thay
bean o7

- Can you Falgte 1o This charocter?
Haw? b

4/ 1 believe this charactor is more
like me in patient .

We have had another fantastic week

of e-learning in Year 6 this week. The
students have been so engaged and we
are so impressed with their resilience
and dedication towards their learning.
Keep up the great work Dolphins and
Seahorses for the final two weeks of
term!

This week, we had our first transition
circle time with Dr. Plumb. The
students had an opportunity to ask
her questions about the impending
move to Year 7. Dr. Plumb discussed the
differences between Year 6 and Year 7
and how their timetable may work. The
students are particularly excited about
the prospect of wearing blazers and we
were informed that they are made from
recycled materials.

We have continued our work on ‘The
Sports Manager” this week where

the students had the opportunity to
compare different half-time speeches. It
has been great to see them participate
and contribute during the online
lessons and consolidate what they have
been learning at home.

' The girl didn't sleep...

' She was terrified of all the sounds of
the animals.
Peter woke up and looked at mary he
was frightened and went back to sleep.
In the next morning mary herd a sound in
: the bush so she went to see
she was scared. She looked in the bush it
| was just a rabbit so she got him
' as fast as she could and showed Peter
and said "here is our lunch” so she went
and
: take the hair, she told Peter to get so fi...
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in Social Studies students
undertook a project for their
assessment with Year 7s given the
task of designing an eco-friendly
tourism resort. In Year 8 the task
was to design a new eco-friendly
building to the school. The students
were very creative with this and
their designs displayed a huge
degree of innovation combined
with a firm understanding of the
environmental issues we face today.

The New

Innovation Project Aspen Heights

By: Khloe, Paige, Larissa :) By:Keira Ucat & Sheikha Woodward

THE PROJECT

Research on how to enjoy holidays in a sustainable way (20)
(Khloe did the

How to enjoy holidays in a sustainable way e
Tourists can research their destination and learn interesting things like their
traditional food and famous landmarks of the place.

They can get involved in the local language and try to learn some of their
words.

Take advantage of the surroundings while on vacation like, exploring and
trying different food you've never tried before.

While in hotels make sure you conserve energy by, turning off lights in the

daytime and use the sunlight, turn off electrical items off when it's not in use OUR @ INNOVATION”

and save water by trying to take shorter showers.
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Khioe did the research and gave
ideas
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Avoid using
plastic

Ideas to Protect the Coasts (10 points)

- Use less plastic and more recyclable items like, paper

- Manage human litter

- Manage animal fouling

- Break wasters protect the coastal areas. They are used to reduce the power
of the wave and can help protect a beach from sloping.

- Use Gabions. Gabions is a string wire cage that protects the coast lines from
the waves hitting the cliffs.




What another busy week it has been in PE!

We have had more than 50 students join us in some of the live sessions which we are
delighted with.

This week we have been playing some fun games for our warm ups which have got the
children thinking and prepared for the lessons. We have made sure that the focus this
week has been to ‘Get up and GoGO’. Children were moving and raising heart rates which

is something we should all try and do every day. We were delighted to see some Mums and

Dads join in the sessions this week too. We got to go into school this week for the first time
which felt very strange without the students but we look forward to all being back together
for teaching and learning when it is safe to do so.

We held our Active Family workshop last Thursday which was attended by some of you and
also by new families that will join Aspen in September. It has a huge success and something
we will look at doing more often in the future.

Please keep a close eye on Dojo, Seesaw and Google Classroom for announcements about
the last two weeks of PE. We will be making announcements very soon for next week’s
lessons and what you will need. It’s going to be fun so please try and join us!
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Music

\ | *”M |
MMW"M%‘;WT .

Music helps create a positive learning environment and allows learners to become happier.
Music and sounds can both be powerful aspects of a good e-learning lesson. There’s
something about beats, rhythms, and melodies that captures the human imagination through
e-learning. Students follow the directions, practice their music, and are self motivated to keep
learning.
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