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Dedicated to delivering I Weekly Update
. ' Term 1.1, Week 5, 28th September 2023

Dear families,

Another week has flown by with so many incredible
opportunities for learning for your children, and community
engagement for all.
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Meet the Leadership Team Coffee Morning and Tour
This morning we held our first ‘Meet the leadership’ tour and coffee morning with
limited spaces, booking via the Engage portal. The tour was completely booked out;
we are delighted that you are keen to see our wonderful school in action! All touring
families were given a ‘positive note’ to hand out to a student at any time during their
tour, as part of our ‘positive noticing’ policy. Thank you all for attending and for your
kind words.
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Maths Themed Thursday
Across Early Years it was wonderful to witness a colourful sea of maths hats, full of
numbers and shapes across the playgrounds this morning. The children were all very
proud of their creations and it was wonderful to see their confidence entering class to
show their teachers their hard work! We have engaged in counting songs, provision
linked to shapes and numbers across the classroom, and even went outside in the
morning for a shape hunt! The children were very excited to use the ipads to capture
their findings! It has been lovely to watch the excitement and joy on the faces of the
children from making and wearing their hats today. Thank you for your ongoing
support - we hope the children are able to share with you some of their new maths
learning at the end of the day!
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We have had such an amazing Maths Day in Primary! We started off today celebrating all the brilliant
number hats that the children had made - thank you for your support with this! We collaborated with
different classes across the school to make maths exciting and interesting, the older children helped
the younger children solve real life maths problems. We explored shape by investigating clues on a
shape hunt and used our technology skills to help our maths learning through Blooket competitions!
We have had a wonderful maths day and loved seeing all the valuable learning experiences for the
children. We hope you hear lots about maths day and learn as much as we did!
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In Secondary we had a wonderful Maths Treasure Hunt today where all secondary pupils went to the
hall during their Maths lessons. We combined problem-solving, critical thinking, teamwork, and
mathematics. This promoted active learning by encouraging pupils to actively solve Maths problems,
apply Maths concepts in real-world scenarios, enhance critical thinking skills, foster collaboration,
boost motivation and engagement through competition and excitement. Therefore, this self-directed
Maths learning, introduced a lovely variety into our learning today, whilst building confidence in Maths
skills, making learning enjoyable, and preparing pupils for real-life problem-solving situations.
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Family Workshops - English National Curriculum

Thank you to the families who joined us on Wednesday for our first English National Curriculum
workshops of the academic year. In the EYFS phase families joined us to learn more about how they
can support learning through play at home. In the Primary phase families learned how they can
support their child at home with reading and suggested different strategies to engage their children
in developing a love for reading.
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Please see the slides available to access here;
e EYFS Learning through Play
e Early Years and KS1 Reading Workshop

¢ KS2 Home Reading Workshop



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ybOT4L4qSKesAk8UCO-gEDZITruBrUSLL2aPYa8Bkz4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CaB_pbBbJ4NnHIKW4MYu224JVa1p4busIABDOSJZ3Mg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eAwEP4-lIWfN-go4bTNzERTFZFbE3EHw5F5eBVl4a_o/edit?usp=sharing

Next Week...

International Teacher and Teaching Assistant Day

On Thursday 5th October we are delighted to celebrate ‘International Teacher and Teaching
Assistant Day’. We are excited to mark the occasion by kindly asking children to bring in a flower for
their favourite teacher or teaching assistant. The children can choose who they would like to give
their flower to. Please support us in celebrating this special occasion by sending the children to
school on Thursday 5th October with a flower.
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Podcast Logo Competition

We are excited to share that our Aspen Heights podcast, entitled ‘Ahlan!’ is now on Spotify!

Please follow the link to the latest episode to have a listen, and also ‘follow’ to be notified when a
new podcast is launched. https://spotify.link/t6yXO6iwnDb

As we are not in school this Friday due to Prophet Mohamed’s Birthday (PBUH); we are launching a
competition instead of usual weekly homework. We invite budding artists and designers to design a
logo for our Aspen Heights Podcast, entitled ‘Ahlan!’

Please photograph and post your entry, together with your name, year group and class onto the
padlet here:

https://padlet.com/cclarkl30/ahlan-at-aspen-podcast-logo-competition-sizgz7hj8h8t9dyl.
Winners will be announced in assemblies next week. Good luck!
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Family Conferencing

It was lovely to see almost all of our Year 11 families on Wednesday evening. During our carousel
family conferencing session teachers shared the resources which we use in school and went
through the step-by-step plan of how and when they will complete the curriculum so that there is
plenty of time for revision at the end of the course, in term 2 and 3 before the examinations begin in
in May 2024.
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IB Family Evening

Thank you to all who attended the Y11/Y12 IB informal gathering.

Attendees gained insights into the IB curriculum and its effectiveness in preparing students for
success in a rapidly changing world. Thank you to our dedicated IB teachers Mr Henderson, Ms
Smith and Mr Udoh who were on hand to discuss the support they offer to students in the “Core”. The
EE, TOK, and CAS components were explored in detail, helping attendees grasp the profound impact
of these elements. We had an engaging discussions and Q&A period allowed participants to gain a
deeper understanding of how the IB program aligns with their academic and personal goals. A few
tips to parents in supporting their children in the IB.

e Stay Informed: Learn about the IB program'’s curriculum and principles.

e Open Communication: Keep the lines of communication with your child open.
e Establish Routine: Create a balanced daily schedule for your child.

e Provide Study Space: Set up a quiet, organized study area at home.

e Encourage Independence: Foster responsibility and problem-solving skills.

o Offer Emotional Support: Be there to provide emotional reassurance.

e Balance and Self-Care: Promote a healthy work-life balance.

e Celebrate Achievements: Recognize and celebrate your child's successes.

* Seek Resources: Consider extra help or resources if needed.

e Advocate When Necessary: Advocate for your child's needs with the school.
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Attendance

This week the best attendance in EYFS goes to Nursery Dragonflies with 94.6% attendance. Well done
Dragonflies!

This week the best attendance in Primary goes to Y1 Honey Badgers, Y3 Kingfishers and Y5 Jellyfish all
with 100% attendance!!! Well done Honey Badgers, Kingfishers and Jellyfish!

This week the best attendance in Secondary goes to Year 7, with 98.2% attendance. Well done
everyone!
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AMAZING LEARNING AT ASPEN HEIGHTS

EYFS Prlmary Secondary

e Nursery Geckoes Oasis e Secondary English
e Nursery Butterflies e Yl Honey Badgers e Secondary Maths
e Nursery Ladybirds e Yl Foxes e Secondary Science
¢ Nursery Dragonflies e Y1Pikas e Secondary Art
e FS2 Ducks e Yl Hares e Secondary D&T
e FS2 Bulbuls e Yl Jerboas e Secondary French
e FS2 Sparrows e Y1l Sandcats e Secondary Economics
e FS2 Owls e Yl Desert Snakes e Secondary Humanities
e FS2 Pipits_ e Yl Herons e Secondary Computing
e FS2 Doves e Y2 Oryx
e FS2 Storks e Y2 Camels

e Y2 leopards
e Y2 Gazelles
e Y2 Wolves
e Y2 |bex

M O E e Y3 Kingfishers

e Y3 Peacocks

e EYFS Arabic e Y3 Ostrich
e Arabic e Y3 Flamingos
e Social Studies e Y3 Sunbirds
¢ |slamic e Y4 Houbaras
* Y4 Eagles
e Y4 Falcons
e Y4 Swifts
° e Y5 Hawksbill
M u S I C e Y5 Seahorses
o Y5 Jellyfish.
e Y5 Parrotfish
e Whole school music e Y6 Dolphins
e Y6 Whales

e Y6 Manta Rays

P.E & Swimming

e Whole School P.E
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https://padlet.com/ludoh/maths-learning-egif4hsyu6b3drq9
https://padlet.com/lmarais/secondary-science-wn2vhrg5m9rps646
https://padlet.com/ksawbridge1/secondary-art-jbblyo6t5we6oklc
https://padlet.com/pvanschaik4/design-and-technology-238rw0ozo8xm9v59
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