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19th August 2021
Dear Families,

| hope you have all had a safe, restful and exciting summer vacation and you are all as excited and ready to
return to Aspen as we are!

We have compiled all current up to date information in this email to enable you to retrieve and refer to it in the
coming weeks and days.

‘Return to school’ forms:

All families must complete this ‘Return to School’ form. If you answer ‘yes’ to high risk medical needs, or to
travel, you will also need to complete separate medical and travel forms. These will be sent to you when you
have completed the ‘Return to school’ form. Please complete this form before Wednesday 26th August.

https://forms.gle/w3JVW4c2Ryj[CWeA97

Learning Options: As previously communicated last term, in the new academic year Aspen will only offer
Face to Face learning with the exception of students who are not able to attend school for high risk medical
exceptions. If your child has a high-risk medical exception, and you wish them to receive distance learning,
school staff will request a medical certificate from a locally approved healthcare provider. Once all
documentation is submitted, approval for distance learning will follow, together with details of distance learning
provision.

PCR Testing: All students aged 12 and over will require a PCR test valid for no more than 96 hours before

they attend school. The school testing date has not yet been set but we will update you as soon as we receive
the appropriate information.

International Travel: Forfamilies who travelled internationally during the holidays or travel during the
academic year, we are required to request information regarding the date of landing back in the UAE and the
date that isolation/quarantine was completed. All children aged 4 and over require a negative PCR test from
the end of their isolation/quarantine period to enter school. For children aged 4 - 11, this can be a saliva PCR
Test.

Vaccinations: The Federal Government has directed that all students aged 16 and over are to have been
fully vaccinated in order to allow them entry into school. As we currently have no students enrolled who are 16
this is for your information only at this stage.

School meal provider:

We are pleased to share that our new school meal provider ‘Caterplus’ will be offering hot and cold pre-packed
lunches that families can pre-order online for delivery. More details will follow. For families who do not wish to
utilize this service, please send your child with a healthy lunch and snack as per our policy that can be found
here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KjV591uBu8ByXV2cl4fXR7gPFoQaPywK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=1039
47436706530169987&rtpof=true&sd=true



https://forms.gle/w3JVW4c2RyjCWeA97
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KjV591uBu8ByXV2cI4fXR7gPFoQaPywK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103947436706530169987&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KjV591uBu8ByXV2cI4fXR7gPFoQaPywK/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103947436706530169987&rtpof=true&sd=true
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School timings: As last year, we will have a staggered start and finish to the day to enable distancing to be
more easily maintained for our community.

Early Years ( Nursery,
FS2)

Primary- Years 1-6

Secondary ( Years 7-10)

Staggered start of day- 7.30- 7.55 7.30-7.55 7.30-7.45
gates open 7.30am.
End of day 1.45-2.00 2.05-2.20 2.20

The entry points for year groups will remain as per the map below.
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Students aged 12 and over should have a copy of their latest PCR test or the Al Hosn opened for inspection

by the security team.

Families in school: In line with guidelines, all families need to make appointments to enter the school
building, and they will need to be fully vaccinated with a PCR Test of less than 96 hours duration.
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School Uniform Shop: The school uniform shop is currently open from 8am-6pm every day including Friday
until 29th August then they will resume regular shop timings from Sunday 29th August. Appointments for the
shop can be made through the website: www.trutex.ae or call 0568005019, or 043204848 and the staff at
Aquarius can book you an appointment.

Please note that a negative covid test result of 96 hour validity and a proof of vaccination is required to enter
the school uniform shop, as per ADEK guidelines.

19t August- 28" August | Every day including 8.00am-6.00pm
Friday

29" August onwards Sunday, Monday, 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday

Daily COVID Checks: Before the start of each school day we ask parents to monitor their children for the
following symptoms:

. Fever (+37.5)

. Cough

. Body aches

. Fatigue

. Shortness of breath
. Sore throat

. Runny nose

. Diarrhea

. Nausea

. Headache

. Loss of smell or taste

If your child displays any of the symptoms listed above, please keep your child at home. Children will continue
to have their temperature checked on entry to school.

Extra Curricular Activities and PE: ECAs and PE will return in Term 1. PE lessons will start from the
beginning of term and ECAs will follow before the mid-term break for Year 1 upwards. Swimming will also
start again and parents are required to consent to their child/children attending swimming. We will update you
as to how this will be managed.

School Closure Criteria: ADEK have revised their closure procedure should cases be identified; please see
below:

Cases Outcome

2 casesin aclass Class shifts to DL

4 classes move to DL and/or 8 cases in a macrobubble/ building Macrobubble/ building shifts to DL

3 macrobubbles/buildings shift to DL and/or 24 cases in a school | Whole school shifts to DL



http://www.trutex.ae/
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School Transportation:
Our third party transport provider- Shanawaz, are currently contacting families and organizing routes. If you

would like to check on the status of your child’s bus transport, please contact Yolanda the Shanawaz - Aspen
Bus supervisor: buscoordinator@ahbs.ae 0557603290

Tuition Fees: For parents wishing to spread the cost of the fees over the year, at no additional cost, can do
so by contacting finance at finance@ahbs.ae We ask that tuition fees are paid on time and a reminder that all
outstanding fees are to be settled before the start of the academic year. Any outstanding fees not settled may
result in your child not being able to access school, unless you have already made alternative payment
arrangements with finance directly.

ADEK Parent Reopening Guide: Please find attached reopening guides from ADEK in Arabic and English.
ADEK Family School Re-opening Guide- English: hitps://drive.google.com/file/d/1-

JPAC16gM3tyVt2ArSKW 3DaH8HYIfmPF/view?usp=sharing

ADEK Family School Re-opening Guide- Arabic:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-kMVhyTtiNtnndL GNmxoRtrXLmiTW awjl/view?usp=sharing

Approved Calendar dates AY 2021/22:

Start of term 1: Sunday 29th August 2021
Mid-term break: 17th October- 21st October 2021
End of term 1: Thursday 9th December 2021

Start of term 2: Sunday 2nd January 2022
Mid-term break: 13th February- 17th February 2022
End of term 2: Thursday 24th March 2022

Start of term 3: Sunday 10th April 2022
Eid Al Fitr holiday: 2nd May-4th May 2022
End of term 3: 4th July 2022

We are looking forward to another wonderful year of learning, progress and community engagement in our
growing Aspen community.

Kind regards,
Emma Shanahan


mailto:buscoordinator@ahbs.ae
mailto:finance@ahbs.ae
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-jPAC16qM3tyVt2ArSKW3DaH8HYlfmPF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-jPAC16qM3tyVt2ArSKW3DaH8HYlfmPF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-kMVhyTtNtnndLGNmxoRtrXLmiTWawjl/view?usp=sharing
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